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"Church of Chriſt 
BRISTO 


Recovering her Vail outof the 


hands of them that have ſmitten. 
and wounded her, and takenit away, 
0 BEING, 


A juſt and neceflary Vindication, from a 
falſe and ſcandalous imputation caſt upon her by 
Dennis Holliſter formerly a Member of her, hut 
now an Apoſtate from, and an oppoſer of 
thoſe Waies, Truths, and People, which 
once he ſeemed zealous for. 


As appears by a late Pamphlet put forth by him, cal- 
led, The Skirts of the Whore diſcovered. 


With ſome particular words, from ſome particular per- 
ſons whom he hath by name abuſed and reproached. 
Likewife a word by Thomas Ewen, unto what concerns him 
in the ſaid Pamphlet, and alſo to the later part of ano- 
ther Book, called, Satan entbroxed in bu 

Chair of Peſtilence. 


1 Tim, 4.1. Now the Spirit ſpeaketh expreſſly that in tho later times ſome ſhall 
depart from the faith giving heed to ſeducing Spirits, and doctrint of Devils. 

Act: 20. 30. Alſoofyour own ſetves ſhall men ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe things, 
to draw eway diſciples aftey them. 

Ila. 10. 24. 0 my People that dwelleſt in Sion, be not afraid of the Aﬀyrian, to 


London, Printed for Thom: B ey, at the three Bibles at the 
Weſt-end of P 1657. 
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To the Reader. | 
ef the waies of Chriſt, and4nto the wairg of thoſe miſerable de- 
luded People, ſo that with bimſelf, there rent from this Church, 
about eighteen or nineteen perſons, who are now wandring in the 
dark , and blind parb; of deceit and delufion, towards death 


and ar ſtruction; Wherenpon the remaining part, (and through 


Grace the major part by far) of the Church, did after ſeekin 
the Lerd, and ſeriouſly adviſing together, ſend Brethren, 771 
to enquire after him aud them, and to know the grounds of their 
abſenting, but ſom: would return no anſwer at all, others ve- 
7) contemptuouſiy, ſlighting and ſcorning the Church in this 
their alt, with many revilings at the manner of thoſe People 
#: After ſome months time, the Church ſent three Brethren 


to admoniſo them of their great evil and danger, &c. A Copy 4 


of which Admonition is in thifollowing Papers, as likewiſe 4 
particular Admonition to Dennis Holter, ſetting before him 
five ſort cid palpable evils, Which-we knew he was guilty of , 
and that every tittle of it was both traut and obviews, though he 
doth with a moſt impudent and ſhameleſs face deny it, railing 
at the Church for their ſo doing, and inſtead of bearing the Ad- 
monition , or acknowledging his evils, did pre gare a Letter 
with this Inſcription , For the People called Independents ; 
And by bu ſubtilty engaged two of our Brethren to preſent it 
tothe Church, putting ſuch conditions upon them, as might 
beſt accompliſp his deſigns, as that it muſt be openly read in 4 
full meeting, &c. He likewiſe ſpeaking to ſome of the Church 
whom he had ſtill an infinence upon, and hopes to draw off, that 
they ſhould be ſure to be there at the reading of that Letter, by 
which ſome of us came to nnderſtand his deſign , and that his 
Letter was nat to give any account te the Church of the things 
whereof he was admoniſhed,but rather ti ſtagger and draw away 
more of the R to himſelf, and to thoſe People and 
waits, unte whom he was already departed, | 
Which thing is ſince evident by many-paſſuges in bis P apers 
as that in bis Epiſtle to the Reader, where be bath theſe words, 
wiz. My juſt and neceſſary defence is kept from the'ſimple 
hearted amongſt them, after whom my ſoul longs, and for 
whoſe ſakes it was principally intended, &. By which all 


men may ſee that his principal intent was not to anſwer or * | 
; F 
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To the Reader. 


fie the Cburch, but faber to draw away ſome from it; he alſo Li- 
ving out, the re were yet ſuch a certain number of perſons naming 
pe = that ſhould yet come away : ( which the Lord through 
the riches of his Grace hath hitherunto prevented) and thoſe 
perſons in particular, are more confirmed and eft abliſhed iu the 
Truth, and againſt the principles and Waies of thoſe People, 
an i much by his late Book, it being ſo filled with rage and ſu- 
ry, envy and bitterneſi, falſe accuſations, andraſh cond:mua- 
tions, having nothing init like the Spirit of Chriſt, but the 
(hurch taking into conſideration hu Letter, and firſt find- 
ing that he himſelf Was cut of Gods way ; ſecondly , that he 
had reſuſed to hear the Church by their Meſſengers ſent unto 
him ; thirdly, that he did not own us as a Church in the Super- 
ſeription of his Letter; and fourthly, nnderſt anding his deſign 
to be as aforeſaid, to draw away more if he could, &c. Here- 
upon his Letter was not opened, but returned back and deli ver- 
ed to bis Mar ſervant in his Shop, himſelf being then abſent ; 
but this did ſo enrage bim, he feeingrhimſclf ſo far diſapppoint- 
ed of his ends and aims, (and the Church in ſome ſhort time af. 
ter, ſending three Brethren again the ſecond time, to admoniſh 
him and the reſt, according to Scripture rule, Mat. 18, Tit. 
3.10, ) that he hath here vpen publiſhed, that meſt ſcandalous 
Pam bist, called, The Skirts of the Whore diſcovered, and 
the minfled People in the midſt of her, &c. In which he doth 
moſt i ncbriſtian- like abuſe the whole Church, ſtiling her a 
Srageg ue of Satan, anda Cage of uncloan und hateful 575 
rits, with niany heaps of ſt anders and falſities, &c. to the diſ- 
honor of the name of Chriſt, and the reproach of his waies and 
People, and to the defaming of many of thoſe, whom God, tho- 
row rich Grace, hatb preſerved faithſul in this apeſtatiſing 
da . 

2 coulg hot therefore ( without being guilty ef, er acceſſary 
to hu n and evil) let bis folly go unreproved, but have ſer 
forth theſe few plain words, of truth and ſoberneſs, aiming at 
his confutation, the truths juſtification , ur own vinaication, 
and others information ard ſatisfallion, defiring the Chriſtian 
Reader, to weigh well our coddition , judge impartially of cur 
wrong , and help ua affectiinately by thy prayers ; and ſo we 
commit 


To the Reader, 
cummit both thee and our. ſelves, anto him who will one day clew 
the innecent, bringing forth their righteouſneſs as the light and 
their juſt dealing as the noon day 3 inthe mean time-we reſt 
and remain; Reader, thy friends if rhow be one that art gris- 
ved for the affiittions of] oſeph, and art ſenfible of this day of 
Jacobs :roable, and urt longing for the welfare of Sion, ad 
walking in the Faith of the Goſpel. 5 


Then are we thy companions in tribalation , for the Faitb 
and T eſt imony of Feſiu. 


The Brethren of the Church 
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N 
R M. R. S. B. H. 


36000 404000004040 


REA DER; 


How art defired further to take notice, that Sepa- 
ration from 4 true Church of Chriſt and Commu- 
nion of Gods People, is a dangerous thing: 

Firſt, it is ſharply threatned by God, Heb. 10. 38, 


39. 
Secondly, ſeverely puniſbed, 2 Pet. 2. 20, 21, 22. 


Thiraly, by this they diſcover themſelves both to the 
Church with whom they walked, and alſo to thoſe that 
are without, that they are the men and women who have 
not a true foundation hut onely have received ſome large 
meaſures of illumination, and common gifts and graces 
of the Holy Ghoſt, and ſo fall away, and by their A po- 

acy, evidence their hypocriſie : Let no man think that 
the good can depart from the Church, wind blows not 
away the Wheat but the vain Chaff , 1 John 2. 19. 
They went out from us, but they were not of us, for 
if they had been of us, they would'no doubt, have 
continued with us, but they wentout that they might 
be made — that 75 were not of us. K * to 
event the ſpreadings of the ſpirit of Anti. chriſt and 
45 ſubsil — to draw — rom Feſus Chriſt, 
aug ht wot the Church from mhom theſe perſons are de- 
parted in obedience to the Command of God, and out of 
love to the ſouls of thoſe that have caſt the Ordinaxces 
of God behind their backs , ſend two or three of their 
Members in the Name of the Lord Feſus, and in the 
tender bowels of pity, to beſeech, admoniſh, and warn 
them to repent of their ſins, and refrain from their evil 
wales, and return to the Truth, Faith, and waies of 
the 


the Lord Feſus Chriſt, recorded in the Goſpel 2 2 Tim. 
2. 25, 26. and ſo in meckneſs inſtru thoſe tharop - 
pole themſelves, if God peradventure will give them 
repentance, to the acknowledging of the truth, that 
they may recover themſelves out of the fnare of the 
Devil, who are taken captive by him at his will, '&c. 
Let the Reader ſeriouſly conſider, whether the Church is 
not engaged by. her Head and Husband Feſus Chriſt , 
Mat. 18. from 15+ to 20. verſ. compared with Titus 
2. 10. Cc. thus to admoniſh and warn her deluded 
bac b. ſlidden Members, although perhaps ſome of them 
will not hear, 4s in Prov. 10: 17, Others reject both 
the Reproof and the Reprovers, Prov: 15: 10, 12. 
Andlaſily, perhaps another laies open his folly to the 
whole Nation, is caſting dirt in the face not only of the 
Reprovers, but en the whole Church it ſelf that ſent 
them, and ſo endeavour to ſbame them both, ſee Prov: © 
9: 7. cempared with Prov: 15:12. Our Saviour tels 
vs, Mat: 11: 19. that Wiſdom. is juſtified of none 
but of her Children; and therefore his Church may 
not ea pect juſtification, but rather condemnation from 
thoſe that are gone out from her as the ſnuff. of 4 
Canale. mW; 
F itbe ſufficient to be accuſed who can be: found in- 
necent, it is the crown of thoſe that remain ſtedfaſt in 
their ſubſtantial Principles, to be reproached by thoſe 
that did once ſeemingly own them, and afjerwards. for 
mant of grace backſlid from them, &c. Karen 


* 
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An AnxswrzeR of a Church of 
Chriſt in Briſtol, (who deſireth and endea- 
voureth according to the meaſure of light 
and ſtrength that they have received from 
Chriſt their Head, to comply with him 
in waiting upon him in all the Ordinan- 
ces of the Goſpel, which many caſt be- 
hind their backs ,) unto Dennis Hollifter, 
once a viſible Member, but now a pro- 


feſſed Quaker, &c. 


Dennx Helliſter, 

= Id you never read that the Church of Chriſt 

bd in Scripture is reſembled to a natural Bo- 
© | 58 dy, wherein are many Members united 
; a each to other, and moſt of them to one 
Head, and by one Spirit? now as in the 
natural Body there may be many infirmi- 
ties; ſo alſo inthe miſtical Body ſome- 
times it may be ſubject to diſtempers, by undigeſted hu- 
mors, the want of through cloſing wich divine truths, or 
the receiving in of antruths, may occaſion a ſurfeit; ſome- 


times windy bumors, pride, high mindedneſs, and giving 
B — beed 
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heed to lying RAN ee he 8. i = royal 
Nc Pe ron paar Or — 
flame it, {a . Godin yo 2 


fections, from divers Katte el or can 
it. Art aot thou the man, or at lead one of them; oh who 
hath his eyes in his head and doth not ſee, who hath bis cars 
open and dorh not hear, who hath his tongue untyed, and 
doth not ſpeak to vindicate the undeceived's innocency, as 
well as to publiſh y urfolly, in anſwer to a little Pamphlet, 
aged, F. e hore diſc vom dc mne n 
it many things ele o and dale ee Nana — Chriſtas⸗ per- 
| agate it deing in the 
* Wet e 

| chriſtzanglixe-expreſite e ſhakrakecheLords coun- 
fel; Prov. 26 5. and ſo inſuet he 5 — leſt be hould 
be Wiſe in us own conceie:- in = ms , we ſhelfnot 

recite all che Ahſurdities and va „od hs, 

i &c. y t being, as befare, th 2 n, mach mote a 

| * whale ren, to ſpend pretious titne;either to read vr an- 
| | ſwer, '&. neither ſhal{went greſent io lay ohr yaur rfblly 
. e that we haye heard or. ſeen, leſt. aur Anſwer 
F ſhould be ſeven times a big as your charge. No to. pro · 
ceed, conſider that as every wordof true, ⸗ſo-Hath 

it ſome more ſpecial time of fulfilling: now we read Ati 

20 30. Alſorf your onn ſelves ſhall men ariſe ſpeaking per- 

verſe things, to draw away diſciples afterthbim. Obo tru- 

. lyis, hy Scriprurs ſalfilled this day upen y3andyou ; firſt, 
fring from us, and nom m cafe perverſe things 

15 's and.ſpoken by you 7 0s ta dray away diſciples, ter 

8 » ASS, Winne e eee youre \ 


ae feat hee * emet wich nlite 
2 5 — .— 


noted eee, | 
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Nu pile, for a pode ctemure, 19 ſet dis Todt bpöfl ts 
necksof all che Aſſemblies and Churches of the = this 
day in Englandand Wales, calling them the Whore, ( as 
your-exptcffions muſt needs import) for if this Church in 
ZBreftol'bethe Skirts of the Whore, then other Chutches in 
your account maſt needs be che Whore,” we. being indeed 
but us che Skirts, or out · caſts of Sh: but for your hard 
cenſures we ſhall leave to him that holderh the ſeven Stats 
in dis right hand, and that wal keth mong the golden Candle- 
ſticks; in the mein tinte we ſhall cake up David; reſoluti- 
on, hen Shine eurſed bim, 2 Sam. 16.12. It may be 
b Lord will lob on owr affiifion, (or tears) and that the 
„Lord wil requite good for bis ng this day. Oh how do the 
daughters of the Philiſtim:tejoyce, and the uncircumciſed 
triumph ? Will not every prophane perſon that ſecth us 
go in the ſtreet, ſay, lo there goes one of the $kitts of the 
Whore, ene of the Synagogue of Satan, one of the un- 
clewn birds; c. und if we ſhould reprove them for it, will 
they not ſuꝝ, that one of your ſelves have written ind pub- 
lihechie !?: nenn 
Oh f ind it been e 7Tark, 4 Heachen, or 1 profeſſed ene- 
my ti Chrift, that had done this, we could have born ir, 
but that one who had taſted of che good word of God, and 
knowingly profeſſed the Truth, for him to lift up his heel 
againCheilt; and to cracifie him afreſh in his 1 
and po hi tb open ame, How Wiff you Took the Lotd 
Jeſus in che fuce at his #ppearfng. ng. e* 

Pur man, you often told us there was ſome uu in the 
Church, but ttt did we thin that ever you would have 
afted-ſolike adus, as firſt to betrxy vs wich a kiſs, calling 
wv friecds,: ind then deus ftp the Hands of Gur ent · 
mies to ſtourg us tt hett tom nes; and ti pit in our fa- 
ces, and) ſu to condemne us and the iy of truth which we 
profe&, hardning their hearts agaioft it; yes, will not all 
that paſa by lap chje ir hands hiſs. and wg theit heads at us, 
and ſay f is this 4 Church of ehet men ule to call an 
Aſſembiy ot Sim? &c. ate theſe your gæthered Churches, 
a bout Which there hath been ſo mut h comending, of late? 
nay then we will continue im our Pariſh Aſſechbſies till, 
B 2 | we 


- 


we will never believe ſeparation to be the way af God, 'nor 
any of the ſeparated Congregations, to be the Churches of 
Chriſt,þut rather the Synagogues of Satan, &c. O! are not 
thele the tho pghts and, ſayings of many at this day? und 
how ſhall xe aner theſe things? ; Myuſt- we ndt wake our 
ſolemn addreſſgs unto God? and ſay as Nehemiah 4. 4, 5+ 
Hear O' our God for we are deſpiſed, and turn his reproach up- 
on bis own bead Kc. a 
Lou alſo ſtile us the mingled People, whom you reproach- 
fully call the Independent, Baptized, &c, O poor man was it 
not enough that you had often ſpokenreprogchfully againſt 
that bleſſed Taſtiturion of Chrift, which be in his own per- 
ſon practiſed when he was about thirty years of age, Luke 3. 
21,23. and left as a ſtanding Ordinance of the New I eſta- 
ment to all Generations till his coming again, you calling 
it as you have often done, that ugly thing of Baptiſm j; and 
ſo taking it quite a way, neither practiſing it upan-your chil» 
dren for many years, nor allowing it to believers ; but that 
you (ſhould now with deſpiteful hatred open your mouth 


4 in blaſphemy againſt God, and againſt his Tabernacle. 


Is it a light thing that you havecaft off, and do neglett to 
practiſe the Commands and Ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt, 
written in his word; but you muſt write contemptuo 
againſt them, that do in conſcience and obedience unto 
him, walkin the practiſe of them: you call us a mingled 
people, you might poſſibly have ſpoken true, had yon ſaid 
fo of us before you and the reſt left us, for we had as it is 
to be feared ) a company of rotten Profeſſors mingled 2 
mongſt us, ſome of which never brought any great honor to 
Chrift, but ſince you and they left us, we do not no any 
foul in the Church, but is able to give a good account of 
their Faith in Chriſt, and are careful to walk in all the waies 


of Chriſt, ſo far as they have obtained : But tor that min- 


gling the which you mean, of perſons differing in their judg- 


ments about ſomethings, &c, you know in your own con- 


ſcience, that it was and is the principle of bis Church to 
own and receive any that are truly godly, though differing 
in ſome things; and ſo yeu your ſelf did readily rec ive out 


nother 


Brother Simpſon though baptized, and you gare way to a- 


, 


li 
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— (50 
norher of the Church to be baptized; though now you 
foornfully ſtyle us a mingled People. 3k. , 
But che Church of {vri»th, or the Church of the Romam, 
ot the Church of Philippi, among whom there were many 
that did differ in their Judgments about ſome things, yet 
were not ſtileda mingled people, a barlot, &c. 

But had ſome of thoſe that went with you been faithful 
to their light, to have practiſed che Ordinance of Baptiſm, 
when they were convinced of it, they might have been ſome 

of the mingled too, as you call us; and what a preſervative 
chat might have been to them, we ſhall not determine, on- 
ly this is obſervable, that there was not, nor is not one of 
all thoſe that have practiſed the Ordinance ot Baptiſm with 
us that have fallen away, but onely one that was long be- 
fore drawn away by the People called Free-wilers, You 
ſay we call our ſelves a Church of Chriſt in Briftel, &c. We 
anſwer,hath not Chriſt called us ſo, and owned us ſo? ſurely 
you and others have ſolemnly profeſſed, that Chriſt ha th e- 
vidently manifeſted bis preſence in this Church; beſides, you 
and others can teſtifie that ſhe was at firſt rightly conſtitu- 
ted, according to the light that God gave to his People in 
the work of gathering Churches at that time, but it may be 
you will ſay, ſhe is grown carnal and become a harlot, 


We ſhall not proudly boaſt, but humbly acknowledge 
both to the Lord and to men, that we bave many weakneſ- 
ſes add failings, Which is matter of daily grief and com- 
plaint; but where do you find that ever Jeſus Chriſt did un- 
church a People tor ſuch weakneffes as they did zoknvuw- 
ledge and bewaile ,. ſolong as they did not cad off h m, nor 
the faith of him, nor their obedierce to bim; read over the 

iſtles written to the Churches, either Cerinth, or the 


. Churches of Ga/atia, or the ſeven Churches of Af, among 


whom there were many very great weakneſſes ard mifcar- 
riages 3 pray read and confider, 1 Cor: 5. 1. 2 Cor. 12. 20, 
21, Rev. 20. 3. and yet Chriſt nor his Ap-ſtles doth rot 
unc hurch them; and whoare you they, that duiſtſo proud- 
ly ſet your foot upon the neck of this poor Church, and 


trample her down as 4 hatlot, a Synagogue — & c. 
dan, 


(F) 
in conſider; Who were thoſe that ave ſaid to be of the 
— of Satan, Rem. 2.9 & 3. 9 It was not the Char- 
ches thatwore called Id, for Chriſt oed them as Churches, 
and filed them ſoahuugh they bad many miſcartiages ; but 
thoſe that were ſtiled of the of Satan, were a 
company of proud boaſters, that ſaid they were Jews and 
Apoſtles, but did lie and were not; ſo now conſuler, who 
are thoſe at this day, that call themſelues Apoſtles, and 
boaſt of perfection; do any of us do ſo, or do not they 
that ye own do ſo; and hath not the Church of Brite! try- 
ed them and their Doctrins, and found them iyars , and 
their Doctrins falſe? as the Church of E pia did, Rev. a. 
2. witneſs fames Naylor. = 
Chriftopher Atkinſon and others, whoſe Books ſome of 
us have read and tryed, and have found them to be contra» 
ry to the glorious Goſpel of the grace of God, which was 
preached by the true Servants of God, and therefore have 
upon a good ground rejected them according to the coun» 
ſel of the Spi tit of God, Gl. 1. 8, 9. 2 7obs.10, uerſ. But 
you ſay poſſitively, that we are found to be a Synagogne of 
Satan; was it ever heard that any man, either Prophets ot 
Apoſtles, or any that feared God, or expected to give, an 
account of his words and actions, did aſſume that boldneſs 
as thus to judge a people profeſſing godlineſs, every one 
of which are able to give a good account of their faith in 
Jeſus, and that do ſtrive to walk up to hat they know 
&c, Is not this to take the place of Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe pre- 
rogative alone it is to try bearts and judge perſons? &c.- 
Did you not ſay truly, when you ſaid yon did not know 
Chriſt 2 and might you not have ſaid as truly, you did not 
acknowledg him ? for certainly did you ever thiak to ſtand 
before him to give an accaunt of your hard ſpeeches, yon 
could never ſpeak and write thus. „eo 5 
Oh that you wauld conſider, what you have ſpoken and 
written to the grief of Chriſts wounded uns, fal. Gg. 26. 
If it were better that a milſtane were hanged about a mans - 
neck, and he caſt into the Sea, than that be ſhomd oſſend 
one of Chriſts little ones, Matt. 18.6. How ſad is it then, 


for you to offend and grieve, judge and condemn near 6 


perſons, 


ä 
_ 


8 
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| 6, Synagogne of Satan ? Sc. and that 
far na other cauſe, bur that᷑ akeer praying for you and 
mowning aver: you, We ſent three times in love and piry 
to admoniſh. you of the evil of your way; yon ſhould 
now break out thus violently-agaiaft ns? G bluſh and roul 
your felfin the duſt, that if yet the day of Grace, aud door 
of Mercy be not hut againſt your Von ſay it is in anſwer 
to a charge broughe againſt you by ſome of the Members, 
&c.. Truly we could have been glad that you had! fpared us 
that gains; and had natconfcience of ourduryy and. love to 
the name of the Lord, and to your ſoul prevaitedwith us, 
more than any delight we had in that work, you had never 
heard of us in that kind Lou ſay it is, by you, for the ſake of 
the ſimple hearted among us, publiſhed ; bleſſed be the Lord 
there are ſome ſimple plain honeſt licarted amongſt us, had 
you and the reſt been ſa; no doubt you would have ſtayed 
with us; and thus mucli for the firſt branch of your Title 


We obler ve that you begin your EpiſHe to the Reader, as 
likewiſe yout Boo, with the word out ward fe llo yſhip, &c. 
Truly. we ſhall eaſily grant, that your fellowſhip: in the 
things of God, was but out ward; for had it been in ward 
and ſpititual in truth and fincerity, you would, no doubt, 
have continued in it, butas its written, 1 a 119, T 
went aut from u becauſe they mere vor oft ww. We ſhall not 
ſpcod. timetoanfwyer every paſſageſini your Letter, ſeſt as 
SLolam ks, Prov.26: A werfhonld beiliks wwe nou;unt yet 
we {hall anſwes ſomethings. leſt as r hr. 26 5. you fromld 
he nile in haun am cynceit : Aufor thoſe S ctipture expłeſſi- 
ons in your Boo though miſapplied by yon, yet we hope 

e ſhall.cookderthem ; and <tzmine our ſelvesby them, 
noti ss they come ſremiy u, hut as they-are the 
ds of Gods und as for tho ſetaunts, ſcorns, falſe ac- 
cuſations ;. judgiags and condemnmtions, of which your 

| is fall, wehope we may ay: we have opportumity 

before the Lord as Hrerkiab did the Letter that 
r 357 1% vt being otherwiſe taught than 


N or evil, or teilung for roring but rat her to 
1 Pet, 3. 6. having the example of Chriſt herein, — 
: w 


well as a Precepthereto, 1 Per. 2. 23: Aa. 5. 44: yet we 
cannot but — of the abſurdity of your cgung and 
proceeding, wherein you firſt” beg che queſtion, and then 
draw what inferences you pleaſe : y ou firſt ſtile us a Syna- 
gogue of Saran, &c. and then heap up threatnings againft 


us as ſuch; &c. much like the heathen perſecutors of old, 


who would firſt wrap the Saints in the skins of Beaſts, 
and then ſet the dogs upon them to tear them, &c. Would 
you no: count it an abſurd thing if any man ſhould come to 
you, and heap up all the Scriptures that ſpeak agtinſt mur- 
derers, Adulterers, Drunkards, Swearers, Lyers, T heeves, 
&c. and apply them unto you , taking it for granted that 
you ate ſuch a one; and then ak you if this be not Scrip- 
ture? &c. Or on che other ſide, if one ſhould take all the 
Scriptures that ſpeak comfort to the true Saints, in a ſuffer- 
ing and perſecuted condition, and apply them to a common 


thief that is caſt in-priſon-for-hiswickedneſs, or to a Male- 


factot that is going to ſaffer juſtly for his evil deeds? &c. 
Now, this is juſt your way of reaſoning, (and many others 

with you) firſt to heap up multitudes of Scriptures that ſpeak 
againſt the W hore of Babylon, againſt Anti- chriſt, againſt 
the Beaſt, and the falſe Prophets, againſt Hypocrites and 
RejcRors of the Goſpel , and againſt other ungodly and 
wicked perſons, &c. and apply all this to whom 29 pleaſe, 
either to 8 of Chrift, 2 the _ ul preac h- 
ers of the Goſpel, or to any other godly e; rigbt or 
wrong, if they ſtand in — way, you —— rs ſuch 
becauſe you call them ſo, whereas they may as ſoon prove 
the former things againſt you, as you can prove the later a- 
gainſt them]; ſo likewiſe the comforts and promiſes mideto 
ſuffering Saints, may as well be applyed to a common thief, 
c. As to ſome of thoſe thit you ſtile the Servants and 
Wirnefles of Jeſus, and this we find was RabPpaketh his 
way of arguing with Hezekjah, 2 Kings 18, 22, Now had 
Hez+kiah been the man, and had he done the things that 
Rabſpaketh there charged him with, then he had reaſoned 
rightly, but Rabſoaketh was miſtakeu in his foundation ta- 
king the things for graared, whereas there was no ſuch mat · 
ter, for godly Hezekiab had done no ſuch thing, onely Rab - 


(9) 
ſoakgth by his wit and ſubtilty framed ſach arguments as he 
thought might accompliſh his deſign, namely to draw away 
the poor Hralites out of Ferw/alem, where God had ſet 
them, and from Heretiah whom God had ſet over them, 
to come forth to their enemies, as you may read at large, 
2 Kings 18. 30, 31, 32. and therefore do you conſider a 
little, hat if you ſhould be miſtaken as Raboaketh was , 
who was as confident as you are; and ſuppoſe that ſome of 
them (at leaſt) whom you have cryed down as falſe Pro- 
phets and Neceivers, ſhould be found the Servants of 
Chriſt, or that thoſe Churches in England, that you or ſome 
of your way call the well favoured Harlots, or that this poor 
deſpiſed people in Briſfto/, that you fo contemptuouſly 
trample upon, calling them a Harlot, a Synagogue of Sa- 
tan, &c. ſhould at laſt be found the Churches of Chriſt, 
and thac he ſhould own them as his People, his Spouſe, the 
dearly beloved of his Soul, and as thoſe whom he had ſhed 
his blood for, and given Grace unto ? Oh! how will you 
then be confounded ? &c, 

And why may you not be miſtaken, ſeeing you have been 
miſtaken thus long, though few menupon earth were more 
cogfident of, and violeat for ſome things than you have been, 
and yet you have been miſtaken, as you now ſay? there- 
fore take heed, ceaſe judging of Churches, perſons or things, 
but leave that till he come, whoſe right it is to judge, and 
who will judge right, but if you ſhall go on ill to judge us, 
we ſhall make our application to the Lord, as David did, 
Pſal., 17. 1, 2. Hear the right O Lord, &c. Let our Sentence 
Come forth from thy preſence. But the great matter you 
harp upon is, that your Letter could not be received nor 
read in the Church, &c. Some of us had three reaſons a. 
gainſt it, firſt, becauſe it was not directed to the Church, 
but as it were in a deriding manner, viz, To the People cal- 
led Independents, though now you joyn Baptized with them; 
therfore if you would not own us as a Church, we might juft- 
ly refuſe to own or receive your Letter, Secondly, you were 
a perſon under admoniſhing , and had refaſed to hear the 
Churches Meſſengers, therefore we bad no warrant to read 


nor hear your Lette. Thirdly, ſome of us underſtood 
C that 


. eoncerxing 


was inſerie 
by ſome of us 
without hi 
knowledge. 
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that your main deſign was to draw away ſome more to you, 
wt Sure . of the Church were fully ſatisfied 
about the falſeneſs of your way, yet it may be, there were 
ſome weak, as there was in the Church of the Rewwns,and of 
the Corinthians, Rom. 14. 1. 1Cor. 8.9; But as for your 


jeering at our weakneſs and febleneſs, and that we were a · 


fraid of being ſnaken, concluding that fear had ſurpriſed the 
Hypocrites, and that we were the wicked that could not 
ſtand in Judgment, &c, This is like Rab ſbabeth dealing with 
He xc ki ab and the poor Jews, &c. as we told you before, but 
we acknowledg we are a poor, weak, and afflict ed People, 
even the poor of the Flock whom the Lord hath yet prefer. 
ved, &c. Youlikewiſe jeer at our Faſting day, which in 
other words you did to a Member of the Congregation, 
ſaying to this effect, What could they not open a Letter, 
but they mult pray to their God, and now they have prayed 
will not their God hear them? as another of your compa- 
ny alfo jeering at our prayers, uſed theſe words, r Kings 
18.26. O Baal hear us, &c. But the truth is we did keep ma- 
ny Faſting da ies after you left us, and we can ſay, through 


This paſſage grace, that God did not ſhut his ear againſt oꝑr prayers, for 


not one Soul went from us after we did ſo: As for your 


N Simpſon teviling and reproaching that godly man, our Brother Simp- 


ſon by name, it may be when your Pamphlet comes into a 
far Countty, where neither he nor you are known, ſome may 
believe what you write, but in Briſtol, or any other place 
where ke and you are well known, your tongue will prove 
no ſlander ; for his homility, integrity, and godlineſe, is 
better known than to be darkned by your pen, but we ſhall 
leave him to clear his own innocency : As for your Epiſtle 


to the Churches and Elders in England und Wales, and par- 


ticularly tothoſe in Eſſex and Norfolk , we ſhall leave that 
to them, either to make their Appeals to the Lord, or their 
Anſwer to you. 


As for what you obſerved in eminent Church- Members, 


and other high Pretenders to Religion, (as you ſay ) while 
you ſatein Parliament, and other chief places of Council 
and truſt in the Nation, we ſhall ſay nothing to that, only 
this we do remember, and did obſerve in what . — 

x li 


err) 


diſcontent you came home, and continued one while ery- 


ing out egxinſt the priefts, and falſe Prophets, another while 
agsiaſt Hypoerites, and ſometimes concluding and ſaying, 
that al ehe Religion then profeſt in Eugland was nouglit, and 
that we muſt find out a new Religion, at which fome of 
us were ſitent, as not knowing what you had ſeen and ob- 
ſerved where you had been, though ſome of us did reply, as 
we doubt not but you doe remember; but in this poſture 
you continued till a new Religion came , Which you pre- 
ſently within few daies or weeks embraced, without ſo much 
as ſetting apart one hour with the Church to enquire of the 
Lord, what was in the bottom of that new Religion, but 
rather threatning of us, that if we did not ſpeedily come a- 
way and embrace it we were all loſt, though you could not 
tell us of any thing we ſhould come unto, 

We come now to your chief Letter wherein you betray 
us again with a kiſs , calling us friends, &c. As for your 
Preface, wherein you firſt difown any power that we have 


over you, &c. we fhall not difpute that. but reſolve to do 


our duty according to Scripturerule, Mat. 18. Tit. 3.10, 
11. and ſhall leave the iſſue to him in whofe hands are the 
heares of all men. 

Secondly, as for your pretended faithfulneſs, but moſt 
unparallel' d impudency , and fenſoriouſneſs, in judging 
us o be no Church of Chriſt, but a Synagogue of Satan, 
and a Cage of unclean and batefal Spirits, whereinlodgerh 
pride, hypocriſie, envy, flandering, back-biting, railing, 
lying, love to this preſent world, and conformity to the 

ions, &c, | 

We confeſs this is a ſad ſentence, to cloarh neer threeſcore 
perſons with fuch a ſpoted garment, many ef which are able 
to give a better account of the work of grace in their ſouls, 
and of their faith in Chriſt, and have a more blameleſs con- 
verſation, than ever we could hear of you, or obſerve in 
vou; whar ſecret ſeeds may be in the hearts of any among 
as we carmor ſay, neither durſt we proudly boaſt as others 
do, but this we muſt profeſs ingeniouſly that we-never ob- 
ferved ſo much of thoſe evils before mentioned to break 
forch upon any of thoſe that now are together, as we have 


C2 ſeen 
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ſeen in you, and in ſome of thoſe that are gone away with 
you, and we are perſwaded there is no judicious Chriſtian 
this day in Briſtol, that hath known and obſerved you and 
us, but will ſay the ſame thing; ſo that there being ſo 
many ſuch perſons with your ſelf gone from us, we hope 
there is ſome Reformation in the Church , but if there 
ſhould till remain any ſuch among us, (as we hope there 
doth not) ſurely we ſhall be ready to deal with them, as 
we have done with you and others, onely we muſt know 
they are ſuch, for we muſt not take the railing accuſations 
of our imbittered enemies for a ſufficient proof, 

Thirdly, you ſay, notwithſtanding there is that in ſome 
of u, after which your ſoul deth greatly long, that the ſal» 
vation of God were come ont of Sion, cc, We do believe 
there is many a ſoul in this Congregation, that doth long 
and groan day and night after more of the blefled Spirit of 
Jeſus Chriſt, that ſo they might know him better, believe 

on him more, Iove him more, and live more to him, and 
yet we truſt there is never a ſoul in this Congregation, but 
ſeeth ſufficient ground to ſtand at a diſtance from your 
Principles and waies; ſo that you may ceaſe hoping for 
any of them to come unto you, the Lord preſerving them 
by his grace. 

Wecome now to the five things in your Admoniſhing, 
a Copy of which we having by us, do here inſert verbatim. 

Firſt, your leaving the Church, which hath three ſad 
conſequences in it, as we judge: Firſt, the drawing of 
many away from the faith and waies of the Go ſpel: Second- 
ly, the offending, grieving and ſtumbling of many weak 

ouls: Thirdly the opening of the mouths of many to 
ſpeak evil of the waies of Truth, as 2 Pet. 2, 2. 

Secondly, your contemning of ſome, and neglecting 
of others of the Ordinances of Jeſus Chrift, 

Thirdly, your extream ſenſoriouſneſs and raſh judging, 
not only of perſons abroad, but alſo of the Church, con- 

trary to Matt. 7. 1. Row. 14.3. alſo your calling the Church 
an Harlot. * 

Fourthly, your aſſerting in the Charch Doctrins con- 
trary to Truth: As firſt, that we gid not know what Faith 

| Was, 
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was,: and that Faith was an eternal thing: Secondly, that 
Chriſt and Faith is all one: Thirdly, 1 Chriſt is not the 
object of Faith: Fourthly, your ſpeaking reproachfully of 
the bleſſed Scriptures, affirming they. were blind, and a 
plague to ſouls ; and farther ſaying, they are not the Word 
of God, northe Rule of Life. 

Now becauſe you ſay theſe are ſtudied Accuſations, and 
from the Father of lies, &c. we ſhall therefore prove eve- 
ry tittle of theſe things to be true; Friſt, that you have left 
the Church, is true, and that your ſo doing hath drawn a- 
way ſome, grieved others, and opened the mouthes of 
many to ſpeak evil of the waies of Chriſt, this is clear and 
plain, and not a ſtudied accuſation, buta real thing, and 
that which hath been matter of grief and ſadneſs to the 
Church, and therefore we did ſend to admoniſh you of the 
evil qi it: Now in that you reply , all judgment is given to 
the. Son , whom you ſay we are ignorant of, and enemies 
to, &c, and therefore what is our judgment worth, &c. and 
then you go on to heap up fourteen dreadful Sentences a- 
gainſſ us, ſuch as the Spirit of God doth in Scripture give 
to Reprobates and caſt-awaies, and ſo conclude with that 
2 Theſ. 2.8, Now wedeſire any ſober Chriſtian to conſi- 
der of this your Anſwer, ( which you call your defence 
to our charge, of which you complain you had much wrong, 
becauſe-your Letter of defence was not read ) whether 
this be a Chriſtian-like anſwer to the Admonition of a 
Church, you not giving us herein one word or reaſon of 
your departing from us, but onely heaping up 16. or 18, 
dreadful Sentences agioſt us. 

The ſecond thing you were admoniſhed of, was your 
contemning of ſome, and negleRing of others of the Or- 
dinances of Chriſt : Firſt, that Ordinance which you con- 
temn is Baptiſm in Water, which you utterly reject and 
caſt away, neither uſing it to your Children, nor allowing 
it to Believers, but calling it as you have often done, that 
ugly thing of Baptiſm ; with other bitter and vicl-nt ex- 
preſſions againſt it. to the grief of ſome of us: Now we 
did not ſend to admoniſh you for not practiſing of it, for 
we knew your judgment was againſt it; but to admoniſh 
you 


* . 
290 of your prect fin, in ſpenking ſo comemptuoaſly a- 
a i” calling tome bf them tht praiſed it, ugly Anas 

<ptifts, as you have done in ſome of our hearing. Nom 
whereas you call us hypacrites, &c. becauſe as you fay, we 
ſent to admoniſh you for not praiſing Baptiſm by Wa- 
der; you ſpeak falſly and do us wrong, for we did not ſo, 
bur onely for your contemning of it, which we ſnall leave 
to the Lord of Ordinances to judge. The ſecond Ordi- 
nance which you neglect, is the Lords Supper, and fuch 
other Ordinances as are practiſed, and to be practiſed in the 
Churches of Chrift ; which that you do neglect is clear by 
your praQife, &c. And whereas you demand whether we 
had medled in auy fuch thing for ſome years paſt, and then 
fall a threatning of vs again as hypocrites, with deceit and 
hypocrifie, &c. To which we anſwer, you ſpeak falſe a- 
gain, forthe Church never neglected that Ordinance of the 
Lords Supper any years ; it is true that through your eam 
and ſome others, the Charch did forbear the practiſe of 
it about a year together; but it is one thing for a Church 
upon occaſion to forbear an Ordinance, and another thing 
totally to neglect it, or deny it as you do: but for your 
flying out as you do, in the firſt part of your Reply to this 
particular, againſt Inventions, Traditions, — 
of mens carnal wiſdom, &c, We anſwer, we uſe no Or- 
dinace but the Inſtitutions of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which 
he hath commanded to be obſerved in his Churches till his 
coming again; inthe mean while all men may ſee, we had 
ground to admoniſh you for the contempt of ſome, and 
negle& of other of the Ordinances of Chriſt ; ſo that this 
is no lic, nor ſtudied accuſation as you callit: and where- 
as you ſay in the cloſe of this Reply, that Baptiſm and the 
Lords Supper you own ; Oh! how durſt you ro publiſh 
ſuch equivocation to the World, when in your conſcience 
you know, you own neither of thoſe two Ordinatices, nei- 
ther Baptiſm by Water, nor Breaking of Bread; why then 
do you uſe ſuch mental reſervations ? deal plainly that men 
may know what you are, did you not ſay in the words 
preceding, that God requires truth in the inward parts, and 
then preſently write an abomimable antruth 2 is there any 
fer of God before your eyes? be. The 


nw. * 
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_ - The third branch of your Admonition is, for your ex- 
tream ſenſoriouſneſs and raſh judging , not onlie of per- 
ſons abroad, but alſo of the Church, calling it a Harlot, 
the truth of which {enſoriouſneſs, the whole Church can 
teſtifie, yea we could give many particular inſtances were 
it-neceſſary : but what need we go further than your pre- 
ſent Letter, where, in your Reply to this third particular, 
you call the Church a Harlot, &c. and page 20. where 
you, rehearſing what you had ſaid amongſt us before you 
left us, confeſs that you did at laſt ſay, our Church was 
but a Harlot; and yet now you ſay this charge is falſe, and 
from the Father of hes,” and chat the Church of Chriſt you 
do owndearly, &c. Now here you come in again with 
your mental reſervation, ſaying you did not call the 
Church of Chriſt ſo, but the People in Briſtol, which you 
ſay is a Hatlot; now is this honefty or any thing elſe but 
deceit and hypocriſie: did not we (end to admoniſhyou, 
for calling this Church in Briſtel a Harlot, which you 
confeſs you did, and yet you ſay this charge is falſe, and 
from the Father of lies; we wonder who is your Father 
in thisthing, and what appears in you but meer deceit and 
ſubtilty, equi vocation, and mental reſervation; O! for 
ſhame lay aſide theſe unchtiſtian practiſes; and here we de- 
ſire all Chriſtians to conſider, whether this were a ſtudied 
and falſe accuſation, as you ſay, 

Thefourth branch of your Admonition is, your aſſert- 
ing in the Church DoArins contrary to truth, three of 
which are mentioned, many more might have been, &c. 
Firſt, you afſerted'at a Meeting in your own houſe, that as 
Chriſt was the great light of the World, ſo he was the great 
Faith of the World ;; and that Chriſt and Faith was all one, 
and that Chriſt was not the object of Faich: Our queſtion 
was not about the onenef'or neatneſs that there is between 
Chriſt and Faith; but whether the perſon of Chriſt, and 
the grace of Faith were not to be diſtinguiſned; and he- 
ther Jeſus Chriſt in his perſon, as God- Man, be not the 
object of Faith, as him whom mam is to believe in for Sal- 
vation: Your aſſertion wws, we did not know What Faith 
was, and that Faith wasan eternal thing, alleging that 

Scrip- 


* — 
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Seriphaee,2 Cor. 4. laſt, But the things which are not [een are 
eternal. This occalioned many Scriptures to be brought to 
prove that Chriſt and Faith were to be diſtinguiſhed, and 
that Chriſt was the object of Faith; and though the word 
object be not uſed in Scripture in that ſenſe, yet, we are 
often bid to look unto Chrift for Salvation, #5 1/a-45. 22. 
Zach. 1 2. 10 Heb 13-2, which Scriptures were then alleged 
againſt what yon aſſerted: Now in your Reply you allege 
I Tim. 1.9 you ſay faith is a Miſtery held in a pure conſci- 
ence, hid from al ignorant and vulturous eyes, &c. in which 
Reply ot yours, you ſhew your weakneſs, in abuſing the 
words and ſenſe of the Apoſtle, as any judicious Chriſtian 
may perceive by comparing your Book with that Scrip- 
ture, &c; but upon the matter you do row ſay as much as 
we did then admoniſh you f. And whereas you demand 
why we did not then queſtion you, and that if it be for con- 
ſcience ſake, why had we not done it ſooner, and why 
had we not di ſproved you by the Scripture,and why would 
we ſuffer things contrary to truth to be aſſerted among us 
without rebuke 2 &c. We anſwer, you were preſently ops 
poſed and blamed for aſſerting ſuch things, as you were at 
ſeveral other times for aſſerting ſuch things, which in the 
20 page of your Book, you call ſome manifeſtation of 
truth that was breakiag forth in you ſome years paſt; at 
which ſome were offended, and contradicted it, &c. 
though for a ſolemn dealing with you, we did not, till you 
left the Church; which perhaps was our fin and your miſe- 
ry ; butconſidering your ſoirit,and the ſtate ofthe Church, 
we knew not how te ſet about it, though ſome ſaw ground 
enough to do it, &c. ; 

The fifth branch of your Admonition, which was for 
ſpeaking againſt the Scriptures, affirming they were blind, 
and a plague to ſouls, and that they were not the Word of 
God, nor the Rule of Life, &c. 

For the firſt part of this branch, you did, at a Meeting 
again at your own houſe,affirm, which many took notice 
of, as well thoſe that were nor of the Church, as thoſe 
that were, whereby the thing was publickly known in the 
Citie, and became a reproach to the Church; an eminent 
| perſon 
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perſon of the Citie enquiring of one of os abont it; and 
that you did ſpeak theſe words, is as certain as ever you 
did ſpeak word in your life, ſome ofus fitting over againſt 

on, do well remember wich what kind-of paſſion you 

pake it, clapping your hand upon the Book or Table, ſay- 
ing, that that Book or Scripture, was ene of the greateſt 
blinds and plagues to mens ſouls this day in Exgland; and 
theſe words became a reproach to the Chureh, upon which 
wedid admoniſh you; and though now in your Book, you 
ſay char this charge is utterly falſe, and from the Father of 
lies, and invented by his inſtruments; yet we do again 
affirm , and will ſet our hands to it, that yon did ſpeak 
theſe very words, 

Secondly, for that expreſſion, that the Scriptures are 
not the Word of God, &c. did not you, at the red Lodge 
in the Garde-nhouſe, before near twenty people, ſay ſo ? 
when one of us being by, bid you for ſhame not to ſpeak 
ſo; it is true, yon did at a Meeting a little before you left 
us, propoſe it to conſideration, as a thing wherein we 
had been miſtaken; yet ſo, as your very propoſing of it, 
did imply the negative : other inſtances alſo wecould give 
at private conferences that ſome of us had with you about 
che ſame thing; but what need we ſay more, do you not 
demand in your Bodk, page 19. where doth the Scripiure 
call it ſelf the Word of God > to which we anſwer, we 
(hall give you four plain places inſtead uf many, Per. 30. 
2, 4. Rev. 17. 17. Prov. 30. 5. Mark 7. 8, 9,13. But 
whit ſhould we go to light a candle to the Sun? have not 
many judiciou and godly Writers long ago proved againſt 
former Athielts and Hereticks , that the Scripture is the 
Word of God; though neicher they nor we deny, that 
glorious Tittie, tl at God the Father hath pu! upon the 
perſon of Jeſus Ch iſt , that his Name ſbew!ld be called the 
Word of God, Rev. 19 13. 

And thirdly , whereas you demand, to whom. was the 
Scripture, che Rule of Life ? We anſwer, to all the People 
of God to wliom they were given, Deut 4.8. andy 31, 
33. Mat. 5.6,7. chap. Rem. 13+ Al which contaigeth 
Rules and Dir<Rivns for Cariſtians to wals by ; but wy: 
the 
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the character of wicked men, that they caſt che Law of 
God behind their backs. 

And thus we have proved every tittle you ate charged 
with in your Admonition, to be true and clear, ſo that we 
are no liars, nor falſe accuſers ; but we muft turn that back 
again upon your ſelf, profeſſing to all the World, that you 
have wronged us in what you bave written againſt us. 

As for the other part o — — Letter, wherein you ſome- 
times fatter your ſelf, and commend your felf, about your 
righteouſneſs, faithfulneſs , dili and deſerving ; as 
likewiſe how freely you had ſerved us, and been a keeper of 
our Vineyard, and that now is is time to look to your own 
Vineyard, and to mind your eternal babitation, &c. We 
anſwer firſt, as Prov. 27. 2. Let another man praiſe thee and 
not thine own month, a ſtranger and not thine own lips : But 
we never did blame you, nor admoniſh you, for any good 
youdid among us, but for your ing from that which 
was good; eh was not blamed forthe good he did, but 
becauſe he took no heed to walk in the Law of the Lord 
God of 1/ract with all his heart; neither was Amari bla- 
med for any good he did, but becauſe he did it not with a 
perfe&orupright heart; and as for your gift of diſcerning, . 
&c. moſt of us know it was a thing you did much pretend. 
to, and boaſtof, &c, though we could obſerve your 
miſtake therein, &c. And for your now looking to your, +. 
own Vineyard, and minding your eternal habitstion, &c. 
truly we hoped you had d one that when you were among 
us, and that your cire and dil gence which now — 
of, had been es well about your own ſoul as others: but if 
it were not, we wiſh you may make better uſe of your pre- 
ſent time, than you have done of that which is paſt: As 
for any manifeſtations of truth breaking forth in you as. 
you ſay, page 20, at which fome of our hearts burned, and 
others were offended, &c. We know not any one Truth, 
that ever you ſpake inthe Church, but it was readily aſſen- 
ted to, and ſeconded by thoſe that fate by; whether you 
did preſs to believing or holy walking; but for other thiagg 
which were not according to Scripture, nor did not tend 
to faith or holineſs, &c. ſome of ui did ſometimes maniſeſt 
Our 
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dur diſſent from you; yet with all tenderneſs, as knowing 
your ſpirit, and the ſpirits of ſome others now wich you , 
we were not willing to offend you or them. And as for 
that which you ſo often aſferted in the Church, and now 
mention page 20, 21. That you did not know Chriſt, and 
that that knowledge we had of him ſhould profit us no- 
thing, and that our habitation is in deceit, and through it 
we teſuſe to know the Lord, &c, Firſt, we did not vio- 
lently oppoſe you in that thing, as thinking that ir aroſe 
from a ſight and ſenſe of the want of the Spirit of Chriſt, 
to open and reveal the glory of his perſon, virtues, Offices, 
and Myſteries, more clearly unto you, according to what 
is written, Epbeſ. 1. 17, 18, Col. 2. 2. Fehn 16, 14, 15. 
and herein we could and did joyn with you in complain- 
ing of the littleneſs or ſmalneſs of our knowledg of Chrilt ; 
yet ſome of us did often tell you, that our comfort ſtood 
wot ſo mach in a ſpeculative knowing, as in a believing ac- 
knowledgment of Chriſt, to be that which he is ſaid to be 
in che Scriptures, and fo to own him, believe on him, love 
nim, and obey bim; and therefore we did then, and have 
ſince, and do now declire, that we owned no other 
Chriſt, but that one annointed glorious perſon, who was 
born of the Virgin, and who is made both Lord and 
Chriſt, who died, roſe, and aſcended, and is now ſitting 
at the right hand of God, and is the Mediator, between 
God and man, who ſhall one day come again, according 
to the Scriptures. 
Secondly, we do on ro other knowing of Chriſt, but 
thit which is according to the Scripture, namely, under- 
ſtandingly, to know bim in his perſon without us, and ex- 
perimentally to know h m in his Virtues, or by his Spirit 
within us; and ſo through grace we do know him in our 
meaſure, and are waiting and praying daily for a further 
and clearer krowledge of him in his Virtues, and poù ers, 


by tte revelation of his glorious Spirit, according to the 


Se ipture; in the mean tire we deſire to acxnowledge 
h:m, believe on him, love and reverence him as our Lord 
and King, and do ſubmit to his Laws and Commands leſt 
in his Word: but we did liccle think. , that your meaning 
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had been as now you declare, both in your Book, and 
your practice, that you and we ſhould take up cht kind of 
notion of Chriſt, as to call that light that is in every man, 
both Heathens and others, Cbriſt, and ſo to ſlight and: 
nullifie that glorious perſon now in heaven, from being: 
the object of Faith, &c. as many of your way do and have 
done to ſome of our faces, ſcoffiag and jeering at us for 
ſpeaking of the perſon of Chriſt, and for thinking to be 

ved by the blood of him that died at Jeruſalem, and as 
you your ſelf did jeeringly ask one of this Congregation , 
to this effect; whether we did believe Chriſt to be an old 
man, ſitting in a chair in heaven? &c. You further tell us, 
page 21. That many who deſired to ſee Chriſts firſt Ap. 
pearance in the fleſh, became his betrayers and murderers ; 
ſo now in his ſecond Appearances in life, power, and ſpi- 
rit, would be found the preateſt enemics to him, and that 
ſome of us would betray him; and then appeal to all that 
have anydiſcerning to judge, how ſadly this is already ful- 
filled in us, &c. We grant that many did ſtumble at Chriſt 
when he came in the fleſh, and that many in all ages have 
ſtumbled at the truth, and waies of Chriſt , as likewiſe ma- 
ny do now at his perſon, his Goſpel, his waies, and his 

Ordinances, &c. which might put you to conſider two 
things: Fitſt, whether you be not one thatdo ſo; and 

fecordly, whe her you be not one tht have cauſed many 

to do ſo? &c. But you ſeem to beg the queſtion, and take 
it for granted, that Chriſt is zow come in life, power, and 
ſpirit, in you and your pa ty; but truly you muſt give bet- 
ter demonſtrations of it, before we or any other judicious 

Chriſtians will believe jou; for we have read much, and 
know ſomething by experience th rough griee, what the 
fweet, gentle. & dove - lke ſpitit of Ch-iſt is & we have ſeen 
and known. by ſad experience, how unlike your ſpirit is to 
that: Secondly, how can you call this a murdering and 
detraying of Chriſt , namely our ſending brethren three 
times in love and pirieto. enquire after and admoniſh you 
and the reſt thit departed from us ? we ſhall leave this to 
the Lord to determine, &c. As for thoſe ſtrange and un- 
chriſtian expreſſions, page 21. of our ſporting our ſelves, 
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and making a wide mouth, and drawing out the tongue and 
the band againſt you, &c. and then calling us children of 
ttanſgreſſion, a ſeed of falſhood,comparingof us to IAmact 
and (ain, &c. We ſhall ſay little to it, onely defire the 
Lord to rebuke yourrailing; yea, we fay again, the Lord 
rebuke your railing.. Have we done any thing to you or - 
gainſt you, more than ſent three Brethren, (after many 
prayers made) fortoſeek to recover your ſoul. And as 
for our imagining a vainthing, and ſetting out ſelves, and 
raking counſel againſt the annointed one, ( as you ſay) as 
likewiſe our joining in confederacy with the enemies of 
God, and chat we muſt be broken to p eces, for the Lord 
of Hoſtes is with you, and the ſhout of a King is amon 
you, &c. We ſee it is an eaſie thing, for a man that hat 
brain-knowledge in the Letter ofthe Scriptures, to heap up 
a multitnde of good words, right or wrong : bat whether 
we or you have ſet againſt the anrointed one, whether we 
or you ſhall be broken in pieces, we ſhall humbly leave to 
the Loid of Hoſtes, and King of Iſrael to determine ; bur 
we deny that the ſhout of the true King is among yon, 
though ſome of your way have ſhouted and cried , Hoſax-» 
1, hal, hily, King of Iſrael, to fames Naylor; and if you 
mean that King as they called him, &c. we deſire with hu- 
militie, to ſnout and rejoice: Firſt, that God hath through 
the riches of his grace preſerved us from thoſe ſtrong de- 
juſions, that you and others are fallen under. Secondly, 
that che Lord bath ſo wonderfully diſcovered, the abomi- 
nable wickedneſs of thoſe proud boaſters and blaſphemers, 
who called themſelves Apoſtles, and were owned by you as 
inſallible; & that God ſhould do it inthis Citie, even in the 
very faces of yc u, that you might ſee it & be aſhamed, &c. 
You make mention inthe 22. page, of ſome of us beat- 
ing in our Meetings, like the enemies of Chriſt in their Sy- 
nagogue, &c. Now as we cannot but worder at your 
ſhameleſneſs in printing ſuch a thing; ſo we cannot but 
dec late to all the world the truth of tt is flory. You know 
it bach been the practice of che Women of this Congrega- 
tion for ſome years paſt, (eſpecislly Gnce the Apoftacy 
ofyouand others fromus) every ſecond day of the week, 
de | towards 
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towards evening; to ſeek the Lord by ſupplication and 
prayer by themſelves; at which Satan hath much raged, 
id ſome of your way have come ſeveral times to diſturb 
them, and in particular upon the day you mention, there 
came two Women , one of which had been an old Raxter, 
but now fallen into your way, the other a late Member of 
this Church, but now turned to your opinion; theſe two 
wretched Women came ruſhing into the room, (one of 
our Siſters being then in prayer) and ſo did in a moſt un- 
chriſtian, uncivil, and inbumane manner, walk upaad down 
the room, humming and making a loud voice, at length 
came to the Womanithat was in prayer, and putting their 
mouth to her eat, uttered theſe words, The prayer of the 
wicked ic an abomination to the Lord ; and fo forced her to 
give over praying, whereupon after many civil intreaties 
by ſome, vo cauſe them to depart, and to leave off telling 
them; that there was no place for them unleſs they would 
be quiet; but this not prevailing, one of the company, an 
ancient godly Woman, took one of them by the arm, and 
would ve pur her fotth at the door, but could not, ſhe 
being too ſtrong for her; which ſtriving together, is that 
which you call à beating, ind ſo at length che Woman of 
the houſe, claiming her privilege, did cummand them to 
depart; and this was all the beating and occaſion of it, &c. 
Now tet all the world ſee the wrefched wickedneſs 
of theſe to women which you juſtifie: Secondly weak- 
neſs, and ſhallownefs of your foundation upon which you 
buiſd your large Diſcourſe of 11 or 12 lines together 
where you heap up many dreadfull expreſſions againſt this 
Church fox this act, calling it a beating like the enemies of 
Chriſt in che Synagogue; whereas there was but 5 or 6 wo- 
men there: now is yor this to juſtifie the wicked and 
cond emnthe riphtous both of which ate an abomination to 
the Lord? as Prov.t7.t5. what more wicked act could 
there be tian for theſe two wretched women to come 
humming;ranting, and roaring into the room, to diſturb 
a conpany of poor Chriſtians when they] were ſerioully 
pow ing forth their Sc ules to God in praycr ? &c., You 
deſire us page 22, to read wichout prejudice or drceit the 
e117 9 | 83 P/alm, 
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83 P/alm fromend to end, and ſee whether onr practiſe 
and portion be not contained in it &c. We do conclude 
that if you were to be our judg the things written therein 
ſhould be our portion: but dlelled be the Lord our ſentence 
ſhall come forth from him who will with rigbtouſneſs judg 
the poor & with equity reprove for the meek of theearth 
&c. bur O poor deceived man, how can you apply the 
things written in that Pſalm to us, or that in Obediah, from 
verſe the 11, to the 15, as you d? What grofs darkneſs 
hath ſeized upon your mind, that you ſhould be crying out 
againſt us, and threatning of us, for that which we through 
grace, are innocent of, and you your ſelf fo notoriouſſy 
found to practiſe, for are not you joined with all the . 
piſts, Atbieſti, Ranters, and ungodly rabble of che world, 
in this one great deſign of the Devi), to break in pieces the 
Churches of Chriſt in England? Hath it not been the at- 
temp: of one power and party after another, to rout, break, 
and ſcatter the Congregarivns in Exgland, under the name 
of Independents, Anabaptifts, Seltaries, and Schiſmaticks? 
&c. And hath any party gone ſo far in this wicked pta- 
ctice, as you and your company, that call themſelves Su- 
ker: have done? Nay, was there ever any partie in Exg- 
land, or the Nations adjicent, that have offered the like 
violence to the Lord Jeſus Chrift, in his perſon, in his 
Word, in his Goſpel, his Ordinances, bis Ssints, his waies, 
&c. as you and your partie have done? And what have 
choſe poor ſheep done ? have we, (or have not you ra- 
ther) joined with the Perfecutors of the waies, and people 
of God at this day? poor man! where are your eyes? 
are not you joined in practice with the moſt embitrered 
ſpirits in Exgland agaialt the people of God, whom you 
and others make the objects of your ſcorn? Nay, do not 
Athieſts, Drunkards, and prophane perſons, cry Aha, at 
the reading of your Book ? Have you not pierced the tides 
and heares of Chriſts wounded ones, and will not this be 
bitterneſs inthe later end? + Nay, have you not out- ſtrip- 
ped all others in lies and falſhoods , ſlanders and reproa- 
ches, ſcoffs, ſcorns, and deriſions, which in your Book 
you tave unjuſtly caſt upon us, teaching the wicked of the 
| world, 
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world, yea, even the children that have no underſtanding, 
how to blaſpheme, and call the Churches and Servants of 
Chriſt, the skirts of the Whore, Sy nagogues of Satan, and 
cages of unclean birds? have you not made our Saviour 
to ſtink in the noſtrils of all the Nation, at the leaſt of ſo 
many as do not know you and us, but will credit your un- 
truths, &c. O! ſtand ſtill, ſmite upon your thigh,& bluſh for 
ſhame at what you have done. Suppoſe the things had 
been true, which the Lord knows they are not true, which 
yeu lay to our charge , was it rot the part of wicked Ham, 
to proclaim bis Fathers nakedneſs ? but as you ſay to us, ſo 
ſay we now unto you; what ſhould ne adviſe, we perceive 
your heart is heardaed and you will not hear? O! that 
we could mourn for you! your laſt clauſe in your Letter 
is, That from bencetorth we ſhould not trouble you or 
our ſelves by word or Writing; When we have performed 
the laſt Ordir ance that Chriſt hath left for perſons in your 
condition, unleſs God give you a new heart, which we 
ſhould beglad to hear of, we ſhall not troubleyou: And 
ſo to cloſe up what at preſent we ſhall ſay to you; take 
notice, that whereas you lay blame upom our Brethren , 
whom we ſent to admoniſh you, of whoſe faithfulneſs we 
doubt not in diſcharging their cruſts to you and the reſt ; 
we do dcfire them to anſwer for themſelves, that their 
faithfulneſs may appear as viſibly as your folly. 


Signed in the Name and by the 
' Conſent and appointment of ihe 
whole Church, by us, 
Robert Purncl, Thomas Ewen, 
John Andrews, Richard Moon, 


Robert Simpſon, Brian Hanſon. 


A Re- 


A Reply of the three Meſſengers 
of the Church, to an untrue 
Charge or Report of Dennis 
Hollifter, in à little Pamphlet 


called, 
The Skirts of the Where diſcayered. 


Dennis Hillifter, 
Efore we make our defence to your paſſionate, hea- 
Bryn: report of us, we (hal ſet down in order 
the Churches order, & our commiſſion from God 
by them, to admoniſh your ſelf and many others in 
your caſe, Vic. The Church taking into confideratjon, the 
great diſhonor brought to the Name of God, the publick 
ſcandals and reproches caſt upon the wayes of Jeſus Chrift, 
to the wounding and piercing of him afreſh, and to the 
grieving of the hearts of many pretious Saints,ſtumbling the 
weak,and opening the mouthes of the adverſaries. 

We, the whole ¶ hurch, doagain the ſecond time, accor- 
ding to the Scri -rale, Mat. 18. 15 to the 20. 75. 3 10, 
& c. in the name the Lord Jeſus our Saviour, and in tender 
bowels of pitie, and love to your ſouls, beſeech, admoniſh 
and warn you to repent of your firs, and refrain from your 
evil ways, and to return to the truth, faith, and ways of the 
Lord Fefoa'Chrift;pecorded inthe Goſpel, that it it be poſ- 
ſible, the glory of God may be recovered, reproches, ſcan- 
dais ind ſtumbling- blocks removed, our ſouls refreſhed, 
and your ſoul eternally ſaved, which is the deſire and — 
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Robert —_ Ric ith” 
tkem, to Un, ws 75 give the Moy og to admo- 
niſh esch perſon of, &c 

We the th Nen gers of the Church above named, - 
ving knowl . durches order, and having * 
our Commiſſion; ſtom. God by them ar this wo 
three only met together, and ouſſy of the = 
ticulars that . to admoniſh our ack (ate brethren, 
and ſiſters of. Moſt of which we knowing our ſel ves they 
were guilty of, and for thoſe things we knew not our ſelves, 
we were fully fatisfied by the mouthes of many faithful true 
witneſſes, hit Were eye and eat · witneſſes to the reſt; ſo we 
being fully ſati:fied in every particular, we did in the name 
of the Lord, and in obedience to his command, ina filiall 


For the firſt of cheſe; that the 
all are true inreyery fyll aber | 
fore-going anſwer to the whole Church: X 
whereas you ſay, as ſoon as we bad done, that we fled away 
as men ſurprized with fear, or accuſed by our own conſci- 
- ences,&c. aps is 3 = as a there, ;for through grace we did 
not fear you, neither but excuſe 
us in what we fill are, fully High 
ed we had done 8 — Now if you will 
know the reaſon why we did not ſtay with — — we had 
done our work with you, then let us tell you may 
remember when we were ſent by the — the 
admonition, ſome of us ſtaid. with you ibove am hour. and 
found your ſpirit in ſuch an ill frame even as a boyling Fur- 
nace boyling over, and ſcalding all that ſtand near 9 
e. 
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— — ec not to ſtay ſo with 
id time unleſs we could eigen 
. : but as ſoon as we perceived you not 
of the Church, but in ſtead thereof 

— ogy violent headineſs breaking forth, as be- 


bore, Ge. ——— in a capacity for Chri- 
ſtians to converſe withall. Much more we might ſay , but 


＋ or pen can be no ſunder to us, as to 
Chriſtians our ſtability as to all ſubſtanciall 


Of n, being as well known as your mntz- 
Nc Welkoribedh, 


; this wich out hands. 


Robert Simpſon, 
Richard Moon, 
Robert Purnel. 


Mat. 5. 38. 


to the end. 
Luke 6. 273 
28,29, 


Rom. 12.17. 


to 22. 
Heb. 12,19. 
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juſt. 
IN 19. M mb offended. 15 hardern to = — 
2770 a a _ ew amen are lie 
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A true Anſwer ref Robert Simpſon to a Pam- 


phlet lately put forth by Dennis Holliſter, inti- 
tuled, The Skirts of the hort diſcovered. _ 
Intend by the grace of God co forbear giving like for 
like, an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth, reproach 
for reproach, through the 2 abounding grace of 
God extended to to me by Chriſt, in ſome meakur I 


And your cenſorious bitter lang . and judging with- 
out, nay againſt the Rule which God ach ſer as — for 


us not to pals over; in which j of yours you climb 
up as high as the Temple of ſhall by lc of but 
ſmall, to you about but in reference to that ſeriouſſy conſi- 

d 2. 1 to- 3. Rom. 14-4, 9,10, 11, 
12, 13. The Lord give you to ſee your wickedneſs in your 


Bzek.16.1,2, bitter cenſorious ſpirit, which fare is not ſmall, though you 


Tal. 30. 1. 


ſeem not to difcern it, but cover it with a covering that is 
not of Gods Spirit, and ſoaddfinto fin, and the good Lord 


give you repentance for it, pant not hurt or injured 
oke e af you do; God hath of his 
infigite goodnels, your hard falſe ſpeeches, and cen- 


— — 


(29) 


ſoriom jadgingrofime,of good uſe to me, though no thanks 
avall to you ter ĩc nor any chat but hat is (2d ta think on 


1 — A0 2.12 
AjI royen ſosstimes upon the ie occafion, when 
unto'me that ſome men, to wit, ſuch as then 
you had in admiration, thoagh' for that in which they ex- 
ceeded, or God owns above others, I never ſaw nor yet 
heard, but this yon affirmed to me concerning them, that 
when they were in the light, they could fee what mens in- 
ward ſtates was before God ſome of which as you ſaid, 
they Ta w you named to me,'thongh fuch as they never ſaw, — 16. 
nor yet heard of amy thing viſidly apparentlyevill by them ; 1 C0. 4 f. 
by which man, by the bleſſed Rule ofthe Scriptures of truth, Deus. 29.2. 
is to judge: otherwiſe our rule is to judge nothing before 
the time, until te Lord come, who will both bring to light 
the hidden things of darkneſs, and will make maviteſt the 
* of the hearts; and then ſhal every man have praiſe. 
of F 

My anſwer then to you in that affirmation concerning 161.8. 20. 
them, was this in words, or to the'ſame effect; that as J 1 Cor. 4 4. 
could give no credence to ſuck aſfertiom groundedly, but Job 10,15. 
contrarily had more than ground ef ſealeuftb to be ſuſpi- * eg. 1. 
tious they were deluſions,” as all ſuch things md pretended : Cor. f 5. 
revelations be, which have not the Law and the Teſtimo- 
ny to wettaricthetn: So what it all the men in the world, 

eme, What is chat in onder to certain ground of 

holding up my head before GoWin & terence to it> So, i al 
did'difapprove me; yet upon, & from ſuch a ground, is that 
x # ſuse word, & certain witneſs of Gods 2 


je . inne, nor hapg down in 
we ende weurtd 


others Y us to my ſelf 1 
have enden ton 6f thoſe great chatgts you lay 
upon me; and if yo corfiderations were ot ſe of me, 
n ſometimes ithath been, and alſo of others, I would nor in ppl, ;. 3. 
the leuſt heed or give any regard to it, ſo as to fleſh mf ſelf 
een Sided en zes layniperl dg, md Ga 
The cha ou lay u , and ſend me 
couthed/w bee the 66030, if lG nder. how fad were 
my condition; well might my counterance be changed, and 
| | my 


(10 
ts be troubleſome unto mo, and the joynts of my 
— ,and my knees ſmite one againſt another, as 
if 1 did inhabit deceit, and deviſe wicked imaginations,aod | 
ſpeak lies to you, and chat in the name of the Lord,and the 
like, Sore charges they be,wickedneſs of the higheſt degree, 
and ot the dangerouſeft atrendanee that can be. e 
| But truly it is ſufficient to me, that under all the charges 
Nm. 8.33, you load me a ith, that | have alwayes a witneſs in heaven, 
l. 3. 2,4.5. and brought into my own heart from thence, and confir- 
(al.3.2,4,5 8 my wh. 
Job 34. 19. med unto me by the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from 
1 the Father and che Son, by which lameleared of your char- 
Te wit your ges, and ſo by that means they tate no hold upon me, God 
own private gives me much eaſe under all your clamors. Truly, it is a ve- 
dune p _ ry ſmall matter to me to be judged of you, (I fay of you) 
bed i. 10 Who are more than apt to jug all, both perſons and things, 
21. * tobelight, that bears no weight in your Ballance, * 
By which Ballance I know you muſt not your ſelf be 
weighed at che great day and ring of the Lord"Jeſws : 
but by that Ballance or Rule, that whoever walk according 
JoknT2.48, 0 it, peace and mercy ſhal be upon them; the Word that 
Chriſt hath ſpoken mult judge all at that day. ; 
But truly Dennis Holliſter [ pitie. thee, methinks I could 
Rev. 12 10, even mourn over thee in the conſideration of th — 
Lake 3. 14. the Divels work and imployment,to wit, an — 1 of 
Mxt2 43,4 bretbren, as Iam ſure then art in thy printed Papets , 
And for that falſe charge ( as it is altogether) of m 
ſpeaking lies to you in the name of the Lord, e; 
That * of yours, know, hath reference to my be. 
ing (as you flightly ſay ) the mouth of three 
ſcat to you by the Church to admoniſh you of your ſins, 
(which fins of youts I am ſure. wag; obyious, viſible; and 
_ w clear.) Truly in order to that, I knew well what I ſpale, 
27,18, When | ſpake on that rate I did unto you. I with my bre- 
thren that came with me, had a Warrant ſcaled and given 
forth to us fiom him who hath all power given unto him 
in Heaven and Earth, for what we did. And if I 
ſpeak it without boaſting, as I truſt I do, ſo we did at- 
tempt it, as thoſe that Sed had vouckſafed that grace 


unto, 


— 
(Ir) 
unto, to take up into the Mount with him, to confer with 
his Majeſty by CR — —— — — dare to at- 
tompt upon it, hi jeſty being pleaſe aciouſly to 
incline out hearts in ſome meaſure 0 holy — eare 
and trembling , and in faith to wait upon his Majeſty by 
Chriſt our Mediator and Iuterceſſor, and we had a pra- 
cious anſwer from him by Chriſt, to our very hearts a- 
bout it. And ſo we are ſtrenthened to that work of the 
Lord, which otherwiſe: we had rather any had been 
ſent about than — —_— — — not ering» 
ly, nor yet ignorantly, but knowingly and undet iog- 
ly about it, God having in ſome meaſure fitted us for l. 
and left us not — fins witneſs, chat he was with 
us in it. „ur | 

And not any reluctaneie have I or my brethren hid for 
What we did; but are fully fatisfied that what ever was 
ſet upon you, and laid at your door as your fin, to a tittle 
is true, and will be ſo found when the Lord ſhall lay 
Judgment to the Eine, and Righteouſneſſe to the, Plum. 
met, and the hyil hall (weep: away the reſuge of lies, and 
the waters (hall overflow the hiding · place. 

And whereas j oui ſay in the line of your Letter 
to mes that it came upon you in ſoberneſs to manifeſt 
tomy conſcience, a little of the deceit in which: as you 
ſay I inhabit. t 71 —4 7 

That it came upon you to write to me, that is not 
queſtoned, but did it indeed come upon you in ſoberneſs, 


look back, recall your ſeif, it's poſſible you way be miſtaken, f 


ITbe occaſion of your writing of it ( which 1 would 
here relate, but that then I ſhould be too tedious as wel 
as de of lietle uſe to the Reader as all ſach Diſcourſes 
uſua liy he) che tumult and heat which you gave a clear 


Exod. 3. 11. 
Jer 6 Tz 9.9, 


Ifal. 28, 17. 


Je. 15. 9, 10. 
1 Tim. 4,5, 


572. 
1 Tim. 4. 7. 
2 Tim 2,16, 
17,73. 


manifeſtation of but 2 little before you writ and (cet it, 


may give, I , at leaſt 2 reall grpend of jealouſie, that 
ie came not trom a Spitit in a» ſober frame at that 


time. 
Aud ſure when you. axe come to your elfe, as | on 
64 75 


>» = * . * 
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11. or had that ſtamp upom ie — — 


+ 


(u) 
ſiy, into a ſober mind, yen will not ſay it cane. 2 
in oberels to — — —— —— ow | 
write; were y ogether a 
at home, you would ebarge upon your {df paſſsunmte- 
neſs, even this, that the occafion of your writing of chat, 
and moſt, if not all that you wit and ſent abroad com- 
cerning others came” frem a fire indeed kindled in you, 
but not from/#Cole from off the Altar, but from wvio- 
— wild · fire that came upon you;/ and was then 
in you, ; byy which you erer 
writ and it. 


Sure that ſoberneſs that is to the heart. by God, 
Jam. 1. 17. Which is one of choſe good and gifts char cometh. 
Jam-3.17,\8, from above, 4 —— che Father of li 


Gallas, A * jaſt au t iſdom is which cmometh down 
ang. —— eaſie to 
2 gentle, full of mercy = | good works, with- 
out partiality and without * 
If that foberneſs yo . 


1 Sam. 15. 133 


Phil 4.5 which you ſay came upon you in ſoberneſs to Write, 
had ſo littleſit any thing at ull) of that Wiſdom that is 
from above in it. that the — 
horts Saints to make all men, nothing at 
that in your printed paper, clearly manifeſts to any in- 
GT ober unby man; but moſt ¶ if not aucb o 
otherwi 

And ſure et und on fay came upon you ih. 
berneſs to manifeſt, ittle of any at all 
Wiſdom that is which in 
isfirſt pure y but . rx; is 
truty to puri 

withall, ſol come 
ver, L Non Nl geA n 111 

1 defitewich mat which iv real tobernaly indeed, to 
the main thung in your Letter to me, in reference to 
which you ſo ſport your ſelfe, and er over me 8 
2 nt eb, as one that ſhall bave bis 


Part 


( 33)" 


part it the Lake that burneth with fire and, brimſtone, Rer. 2 2, Tf. 


which is the ſccond death. 2 mad. 
'- Whereas indeed gt, any thing at all was a lye in 
what I aſſerted ,, but Wbat 1 faid vou, had my Han 
unto ; as my particular, affirmation, that. 1 lay (hill, and 
that -groundedly and truly you cannot manifeſt , much, 
leſs have you any. ground. at all to lay that upon me 
which makes 2 lye, or any other ſin, out of meaſure ſin- 
full, in order to the aggtavstions of it „ (to wit )- that it 
was a Lie invented, a Lie proſecuted, a Lie denied, and a Lie 
proved upon me; Which words you ſay to me in the prin» 
ted letter to me: Sure you were not ina ſober mind when 
you laid fo, Lam ſure of that, but a great diſtance from it and 
true ſpeaking. | ra, 

And I cannot but think if you did indeed commune wieh 
your own heart, that light chat is in you, and is in all men, if 
not put cur, it would tell you ſo, and that it is a very endet 
prgot that you have of it. 7 

could wiſh chat in plainneſs and ſingſeneſs of heart you 
had put out that Let: er j ou have under my hand from end 
to end, as you did the Letter you ſent to me, but that is 
forborn by you; for what end you beſt know : but had it 
ſo been, I know you had not gained any thing at all by it, to 
be a proof of what you wou'd chirge upon me. Had you 
in Simplicity, and godly heneſty with it, declared how you 
came by it, and upon hat account it was given unto yon, 
on for (atisfa&ion to the Reader, I fha'l truly re- 
re. 

You know that after I, with my brethren, had cndeavou- 
red to ſet your ſins upon you, and to admoniſh you for 
chem: afterwards I meeting with you, or rather as I think, 
you calling of me in to ſpe k with you as I went by your 
ſhop, you deſired of me 2 Copie of the C harches charge of 
ſia, that | with my breikcen did amoniſh you for, from the 
Church, ( which, (aid you to me; h know you. haye 2 Copic 
of) I was not free anꝗ torward to do it as you did well 
perceiveznot as if I was unſatisfied t the warantablene's of 
the doing of it; | was fati-hed, I might, thoagh 1 told 1 

F | then, 


Rev. 21. 7, 8. 


| (34) | 
then, I could not do ĩt as from che Cheh, I being but 2 


fingle perſon : Bat that way wardnel# that was in me of gi- 
vingyon icapicofthe Churches ehurge of your ſins (p 
8 85 ee — 2 a0 


ic, becauſe of thee fieree violent ſpirit that 
was manifeſted from you againſt yout Reprovors, and that 
oddurareriefs that lay upon un. 

Yet yer our more thay once or twice perſwading of 
me wiett itporeyniry and intteaty, I did engage my felt to 
you to write cut 1 copie, of what the Chirtch by us did 
charge at ſin upon you; "which I did truly, and deliver to 
you : and yet it us both promiſed and delivered to yon, 
with this engagement, and actuall promiſe on your patt, 
which! Nn at. you ſhould not make uſe af ir, 
for the making of that breach wider, that ehe wicker one 
by bis Inſtraments had made here , Tac that time ſaying 
theſe words to you, or to that effect, I am ſave tbat I 
would be lub 4 ſetter wp of yartitionwalls, 1 
had rather God would mals all h#*ptopie diligent, mindful 
and carefull, of minding tb things that make for prace, and 
by which we might edifie one another. Which you gave me a 
promiſe of; how dearly and fully you have broken your 
promiſe od perſonall engagement, you cannot be ignorant, 
goleſs wiltully ignorant. 

So accotding to my [promiſe to you, to which i was 
made more forward then elſe I ſhould bave been by your 
folemht promiſe, , I brought you a true copie of che charge 
of the whole Church ot your ſin , not any one of them 
but did agree in it, and did alſo agree to ſend 
us with ic ; but the copie chat I brought you, I did not 
bring it ſigned then with my hand at it, for indeed 1 'was 
jealous of your ſpirit, notwithſtading your promiſe, who 
will wring and ſcrew out of words that which they ſpeak 
not, and which thoſe that ſpeak them, imend not, 

Which was the cruſe I bad not then fer my hand to it - 
but yculooking at it, and ſeeing my hand was not then 
to it, you intreated me to ſer my hand to it, that it was 
4 truc Copie of the Churches Charge of thoſe * 

or 


( 35) 
for whichT , with my brethren. from them, did admoniſh 
you, I not conſdering what end you bad in it; Which was, 
it appears, to mae me a, tranigreſſor before all: in that 
—— but tell you I was —_ you 
tendring me u pen witk int ĩa your ſhop, wich the Copie 
I;brought to yu, I ſet my hand to it. 

And what did I fer my hand go? you know, ſpeak truth, 
deal plainly and ſiagly, do not evade and equivocate,though 
too much — have of that in your printed paper, in that 
you do protects you own Bapuſm and the Lords Super, or 
breaking of Bread, 2s, Jaſticeayons and Ordinances of 
Chriſt, whilt it is viũble to all that have eycs,..that in your 
oxning of them you give no anſwer at all co tlioſe that 
upon good grounds — jou about them ( jult ſo you 
deal with me) you that What I ſer my hand to, was 
thatz that h ch I delivered to ou, ws true Copie of the 
Churches Charge, and that is all tkat u have. my hand to, 
in reference to which you make ſuch a no; all over, in 
order to which there is-meerly by -you the ſounding of 
briſs, 20d the tiokl-ng of the Cyaball, oncly the bea- 
ting of the aire, But to wind ag this tipubleſome 
dilcoanſe, as to me it is, in which I would. have bern alcoge- 
ther ſilent, if not, drawn a d put upoa it by weghhty con» 


ſid erat ions. 
Iſhall * this before you, take ic aad conſider 
"I 


Say it be thus ; That apparent injury and violence is oſſe- 
red to you in that which is near and dear unto you, ſay 
your neareſt relations ot to your name and eſtite, which 1 
conceive you would preſerve and reſcue to your power, by 
all law full means, from thoſe forces ghar is put upon them, 
and injuries done to them, you being really ſatisfied 55 
out any the leaſt ſcruple erqueltiop, that ſuch Tae 01 
injury is done to them tbough your ſelf was not perſonally 
preſent and f:iw all done, t the moſt part of it you 
dd ; yet you being ſo:clexrly farisfied abaut that pack you 
faw not, that the fact in every part of it, is ag 1 85 you 


as thee Sun at Noon day. Now if in this caſe of yours that 
74 F 2 doth 


Free” 8 
doth fo neatly | ſhould #6 ; hd from 
thoſe s n not have dealt l. 
Fre from , of ip ſpe; bene than bien in every 
v4 14.4403 GW y 
* e br. dre. 
beſides ths 1mony of many'Racidery tit O or 
„ 1 "by whithohe mitier i 1 — by 
eee eee e ene 
that injury; and put that vio- 
— — tel- 
: they were 
it Hou re- 


aſc were meaſuted out 
475 e —— Jo 1 Lxer all over 
2 SEES 7 . — — 
you har little part 

wy — —— true teſtimonic net to 

would nor, 
eÞ conetive between you-nd 
t LED hi Woekich youtls fouly 

and cell che for It in your printed paper, thor i ans — 
and for the Lake, and have A proud loo, and a lying tongue, 
and 2 heart that deviſeth wicked imaginations; un in 
decd the Lord hates; and ſay have uttered perderſ- 
falſe witneſs ſhall not go unpan ſhed. 

elfi but what was trac in tvery Title 

Rev. 4 1. | rhear 46 Apes), but with the 
Lev. 19. 17,” Making of 2 of your fi, having that clear 
98 freak rt. 4 had, dhe moll pactof it bei: g 
1d my {f, and that which L 

tuhy ius fed of by rue; clear, and un- 

Eo -you'to make appli- 

Loon, a$* 1 thay * Write * Letter 
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for; if it be not, prove that, and then I ſhall own the 


( 
Ii and heard it; al moſt all the particulars you were chat 
ged a it bzthat which I did not hear, I wanted not ſatisfa- 
ction in. f , | : 
No being called to put to my hand with others, to 
ſce if I could be a means to recover j ou out of. the ſnare of 1 
the Divel, and the precious: Iuſtiturious of Chriſt ſrom #5 46 
thoſe forces and violences that you offered to them: judg 
right; am I, think you, for this to be blamed? you do, it is a 
trre, but ] paſs tot for it, if that make me vile, as to you it 
doth, I reſolve to be more vile. 8 
So that by what I have ſaid as to your great charge a- 
gaiolt me, l ſland clear, and never had you my hand in par- 
ticular to that hic h I aid, I heard not, & you well know 
it your own feif , though I faic I was not there when you 
ſpake ſo reproꝛ chfully ob the bleſſed Scriptures of Truth; 
vet I ſaid 1 did believe it, and yet do; and you know, 
you had not my hand to any thing but this, that, that which. 
I deliveretd to you at your your requeſt and ſolicitation, 
was a true copie of that the Church (ene us to admoniſh yeu 


condemnation 2s juſt, that you lay upon me ſor being a; 
Liar, Which | knowingly know you cannot, and t UI that Rom. 2.1. 2,3 
you lay nothing at all in order to your great charge: but 
only quibble at words, catching to get ſome hold ſo of me, 
but cannot. | #0: 2 | 
Beſides, it was ſome good ſpace of time after yau had 
tht, you bave my h ind to, exe you did pick any quarrell 
with me about it, though if you had p'eaſed you might 
have: fpeken with me everie day, I thank, in my paſſing 
to and fro or at the leaſt word of yours fent tome to deſira 
it and, ] judge, I ſhould not hi ve det ied jr. back 
But l conceive yen had not ſpoke whee ycu did, but that 
were: hea· ed by that fire that is ſure from beneath. by 
my conteſſing ac a oſt tbat held out by you, Which! deſire 
to war 2gainſt by the Sp rit and ſpirituall weapons, ſo long 
have any being. and not o herwile, as being fully ſa p.m. 6. 13. 
rixfied tha: onely ſuch a war, of that kind and nature, is to 2 Cor. 10, 4, 
be meim ained; the wrath of man and . 556. 
4 eng 


| (38), 
« TheT 28. being appointed of God, and ſo not under a promiſe of 
2 Tm. 24, a hleſſing from bim, to bring down and to naught ſuch 
_ it wickedneſs, And indeed I am clearly and in ſome meature 
is. © © * lativfiedby God, from that moſt ſure word of prophetic, 
1 Sam. 17.45, whereurito-we do well to take beed, tiat one main c+ufe 
47-59. why 'the Lambs Warrieurs and Sould:ers gain no more 
Rev.12 7,8, ground than they do againſt the Lambs and their enemies 
and oppoſers, both thoſe enemies within, and thoſe ene- 
mies they combat withill without. is becauſe ſuch conteſts 
and combats with them, the war is ſo little maintamed by 
theSpr ĩt and fpiritual weapons, which if it were, ſure they 
woild fie and fall before them. 

And immedirfly after you have ſubſcribed the Letter 
yoti ſent me, in th: third line of the next page you (ay con- 
cerning ycut Letter that you ſent me, you have received 
no intwer of me; this is true, bur did I promiſe to ſepd you 
an anſwer? If (s, you mizhe charge me home, which | 
kno» you would ror fpare : But I did not, neitherindeed 
could you groundedly expect any anſwer from me cf it, if 
in ſober tina: but yet that had been done, but that the 
bearer, by whom) ou ſent the Letter co me, by fame thing 
that he propoſed to me, which had wright in it, did per- 
ſwademe not to meddicin ſich vain fruitleſs janglings,as 
to tha: effect ſome of his words aas to me, by which | was 
detained from writing to you ; and+indeed his coundell in 
tha was ſound and ſavourie, 

And whereas you mention that Fef xs, a Heathen Ro- 
wan Coverner, was ſo noble, that he heard Pauli defence, 
2s tothe iccuſat ion made acai ſt him by his own Countrey- 
men; end K'ng Agrippa ſa id, Thou art permitted to ſpeak 
for thy ſelf : bur, ſay you, you te falſſy accuſed, condem- 
ned and retuſcd to make your de . 

Firſt I Gy, 16a xe net Fabſly accuſed, condemned ard 
refuſed to make your defence, that is but your own faying, * 
it is a meer a rie vapwar. 

Secondly, u ere you not deſired, nay intreated to come 
z#nd appear, and ſo if you had any thing to ſay , to ſpeak 
and make yo deferice? Do ou not wel know, tharibertit 

7 4 was 


2 
was never denied unto yon ? but what ground, I pray 
you, hath one in your caſe to expect the ma lung his defence 
that way you would do, by a Proxes, as | may lay; with te- 
fuſing to come face to face, as Paw did betore Agrippa and 
Feſtiu, t hat yon know you were intreated and deſired to 
do, and therefore ia j out namiag ot them in u rder to that 
you name them for, you ſpeak nothing at all; you were per- 
mitted to do ĩt as they wereand might have acne, xs Park 
did ; and i hope thu groundedl en evener Rule, and an- 
ther kind of dealing had you found! than u hat Y way 
tried by, ot he found from them, though I know you are 
more than apt to conclude otherwile of all that is not of 
your Rature; but 1 fear ſenſe of guilt lay ſo open upon you, 
as that it j ou ſpeak truth, that was it that kept you — — 
makirg your defence in that way, that was clear by that 
Rule, we aretogo by in the managiug of the things of 
Gods Houle, and ſo not any would have denied or excepted 
againſt you in a Warrantable way, which you had free li- 
derty to do; and then before your ſelf, if not falling down 
under the ſins charged upon you: jall in every particular 
had been proved , ſo as that you could not juſtly have ex- 
cepted againſt the Charge in no part of it; and I believe 
that would have been done by ſome of thoſe, if not all, for 
whoſe ſakes, as you ſay, you made that you ſent, and was not 
read viſibly. | 

So fimple honeſt hearted they were, and ſo remain, as that- 
they, to ſave you out of the fnare of the Divel, would have 
in ſoberneſs of Spirit, in conſcience of their duty to God, 
and in love to your ſoul, witneſſed before you that which. 
was ctarged upon you. 

But] forget my ſelf, now a true Anſwer you have of all 


thacL-trer which in particular y oy ſent to me, with a ſmall 1143.2 
touch upon fore thing, that in order to the not ſending 1 Pet 19. 
you an anſwer you ſpeak to me afterward, I confeſs. I have 1 Pet. 2. 1. 
more words in my anſwer than I would or intended. But 1 & 3116. 


could not tell ho v plainly to anſwet it ſo, as to ſatisfi: the 
Reader in a br efer way, ; 
It is prob. ble a flood you: will caſt after me, bat I pals 
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Hot, ſuch floods ſhall not drown me, nor ſuch fire burn me; 
I reſolve,in the ſtrength of Chriſt, in the way of wel. doing, 
to commit my ſelf to him who in this I know will bring 
forth my righteouſneſs as the light, and my judgement as 
the noon-day, and ſo to labour, by well-doing, to put you 
to ſilence in this, as not knowing any way otherwiſe better 
todo it. And for your (:If, I have, if my heart deceive me 
not, no coar at all agiinſt you x but could be glad I might be 
of any uſe unto you, and cculd rejoyce to recove- 
ring of you out of the ſnare of the Diwel, by giving of you 
repentance to theacknowledging of the truth, the which I 
am ſute you aredeparted from; which is the greans of your 
Friend, who it 2 lover of your Soul, though 2 Witneſs 
aguinſt yout᷑ falſhood and -: decei cg. 


| Robert Sempfon. = 
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| A Word to | 
DENNIS HOLLISTER 
BY 


THOMAS EWE N. 


Dennis Holliſter, 


Have of late met with a Book put forth by you, in 
which there is a Letter formerly written by you to 
me, which Letter I acknowledge 1 received above 
a year ſince; and having read it, I laid it by, 
intending never to have Anſwered you, /eft ( as 
Solomon ſaith, Prov.26. 4.) I alſo ſhiwld be like unto you : 
but now you having publiſhed it ( with your folly) to the 
world, I take myſelf bound to Anſwer you, /eſt xs (Prov. 
26. J.) you ſhould be wiſe in jour own conceit, Cc. 


In the ſecond Branch of your Title page, you ſay, That . 
I have before ſeveral witnefles often denied my ſelf to be 
a Miniſter of the Goſpel ; inwhich you deal like your elf, ; 


h not like a friend, nor like a Chriſtian : but as for 
your ends in ſo publiſhing, I ſhall leave to him by whom 
Actions and Spirits are weighed ; who will preſerve the 

faithful, and plentifully reward the proud doer. 

1 I fhalltherefore with all glainneb, ſoberneſs, and faith- 

fulneſs, declare (beth unto your ſelf; and alſo to the world) 

upon what grounds, and in what ſenſe, I have ſometimes 
denied to be called Miniſtor, though I never deniet my 
ſelf a Preacher of the Goſpel. | | | 
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But the firſt ground upon which I denied the title of Mi- 
niſter, was this; When you with; many others, as hall 
farther ſnew. revailed wich me to come to B,, I 
gave it under my Hand to the Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Commiſſioners, That I ſhould not come as a Pariſh Mini- 
ftec to take any Parochial Charge upon me, but rather 
as a Publike Preacher of the Goſpel in the City, by way of 
LeAure, and. ſo j have (ſometimes by word, ſgmerimes 
writing, 2s I had-occaſton) denied my ſeli to be a Miniſter 
of any Pariſh in Briſtol ; ſo that I never did, nor I hope 
never ſhail own my ſelf a Miniſter of any Pariſh, &c. ſo 
that this is the firſt ground, and this you know in your 
Conſcicnee to be true, ard chat I did it in tenderneſs of 
Conſcience, though now you make it matter of re- 
proach. | i | 
Second'y, I have ſometimes (as itis likein your Wear- 
ing, and ſome others) denied my ſelf a Miniſter in Office, 
I-having not then been Called, Conftituted , or -Ordain- 
edito-any Office in any Church othet wiſe than by the uni- 
mmous Conſent, Approbation and'Requeſt ofthis:Chungh 
of Briſtal, to ſerve them in the Lord, as that other godly 
man who left the City at my coming hither had done be- 
ſore me, I alwayes diſtinguiſhing, between à Perſon ſent 
forth to preach the Goſpel 8. World, and a Perſon 
Called, ſet apart, and Ordained to Office ins Church : 
whether this diſtinction were tight or no, I ſhalſ not now 
diſpute, but this was your judgement then, and therefore 
in this you deal unworthily in publiſhing this to the world, 
to my reproach, whereas you know in your Conſcience 
that I never denied my ſelf to be a Preacher of che Goſpet, 
nor a Miniſter, or Setvant to this Church, but only that 
I-was not a Miniſter by Office, at leaſt by an aQual, and 
ſolemn Ordination. a 
Ebirdly, There is yctanother ground ( as the Lord on- 
ly. who is the ſearcher of heatts knows) upon which L 
have often put off, that honour and dignity, when you 
and others — that ſtile or title upon me, my heart 
hath ſecretly anſwered, Wbet em I that I hn 


w 
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1 being @ poor iaconſiderable worm, the ea in my 
— e Which have often — 
my mind; Amos 7. 14 1 was n Prophet, niither the Son of a 
Prophet, cc. and this did ariſe from the ſenſe Thad of the 
honour and dignity, weight and excellency of that high 
Calling, and the greatunworthineſs and unfitneſs that I 
ſaw in my ſelf of ſo gloxious an employment, and this al ſo 
Lam perſwaded you know in your Conſtience, that I have 
often hinted unto you in private diſcourſe, and when you 
have ſpoken of me, and to me, (more indeed than was fit 
for any Wiſe man to ſpeak to the face of any Chriſtian) 
namely, what God had done in Briſtol by me fince I came 
hither, &c. 

But that I have been, and am through the grace of Chriſt 
(chough the un worthieſt upon earth) yet a Preacher and 
publither of the glorious Goſpel, of the grace of God both 
in Wales, and nom in Briſtol, I have no need to ſeek a proof 
of you, gor of any other man; 1 having had 

Firſt, The approbation, ard recommendation of a 
Chureb of judicious Saints in Lenden, where I had been 
for ſometime a Member, and unto whom my Principles 
as to matters oFReligion, my Gift as to the work of prea- 
ching, and my manner of life was well-known. 

Secoadly , k having” been folemnly ſent forth by a 
Church of Chriſbinzmets, with Prayer and Supplication, 
recommending me to the Work and Grece of God, ap- 
pointing me do Preach the Goſpel in alert, where, 
though I was accompanied with magito ld weak veſſes and 
tempt ati ons yet the Lord vn pieaſeÞ to give me ſome 
Seal af aby un iſt ry, the lawfolneſsof which Call. and fen. 
ding forth to my work of Preaching, I could ſufficiently 
pteve; both from Seripture, and from the praiſes ofthe 
3-ofChoft: but of tharmore heveafter, 

Nock having: ronrngcd Preaching in Aera bout the 

ſyace oſghree years; iccamets paſy- har ſeme- Oyertures 

e byttie pepe of this Cay fin fy coming hi- 

ther; and your folf, with's Miniſter then eff Cy. came 

«a dieGengers:to * the C hure ef Lan hu, ini 
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Wales, to ſpare me to this place, which though at firſt 

denied, yet the importunity of many here (and as 
ſome have ſaid ) the inceflancy of Prayer prevailed / ſo 
that that Church did conſent that I ſhould come, and or- 
dered that a Letter ſnould be written to acquaint the City 
and Commiſſioners, That if they could prevail with me,. I 
ſpould come unto thrm, & c. W hereupon as you know there 
was two Letters ſeat unto me, the one from the City, ſiꝑn- 
ed by the then Major, ſome Aldermen, (one of which was 
then a Parliament man) with divers others of the Council, 
and Commiſſioners of the City of Briſtol, your ſelf being 
ther one: Some of the words of which Letter I ſhall here 
inſert, &c. 

We being met together to conſider and adviſe of able and god. 
ly men to Preach theGoFfel in Briſtol, and havin experi- 
ence, and much aſſurance of your faithfulneſs, and 722 
for that Mor k, do diſire you, Sir, that you-will pleaſe to come 
uno : And they adding farther, their care of my mains 
tainance, &c. : 

Another large Letter I then received from: divers god- 
ly people, the inhabitants of the City, ſome of which 
words I ſhall alſo here inſert, 

Dearly beloved, ſince after much waiting upon the Lord, 
the hearts of the People, generally throughout the City, 1 fe 
much ſet upon you, deſiring to emjeꝝ you in the ſervice of t 
Geſpel, &. And fince our Motion formerly made by our 
Meſſengers, bath been ſo much proſpered by the Lord in the 
hearts of our Brethren there, e. We do therefore earneſtly 
and very ſeriouſly beſeech you in the Name of our Lord peſus, 
that you will wich al convenient ſpeed come to Briſtol and help 
au, c. | 

Upon the receipt of which two Letters, and fome ad- 
viſe had with godly friends, I reſolved inthe ſtrength and 
— os That I —— I had much 

trembling in my own heart, apprehenſt- 
on l had of the — of the Work of Chriſt in Briftol, 
and the inſufficiency I ſaw in my ſelf, ſo that it was not 


(45) | 
ſeienoe. and Obedience to that Call, which 1 judged ws 
of, and from the Lord; the thing having never been 
ſought or deſired by me, which hath much — my 
Spirit under many tryals and temptations which 1 have met 
with fioce. 

But all this is little in compariſon of what I have yet 
(through grace ] farther to ſpeak, and that is; That the 
Lord hath been pleaſed, through his goodneſs, to'own me 
in my Work, ſo that though I am the unworthieſt in the 
world, yet I truſt I may ſay with a holy teverence, and 
bumble boldneſs, that my record is on high, and that God 
bath given me a ſeal of my. Miniſtry in Briſtel, there be- 
ing many Souls in this City that lay weltring in their bloud 
of ignorance, and ungodlineſs, when I came hither, that 
are now, through the riches of grace, made living and 
pretious ſtones, and are able to give to any man that ſhall 
ask them, aclear account, of the time when, the place 
where, the manner how, and the word and inſtrument by 
which the Lord was pleaſed to turn their Souls unto him- 
ſelf, ſeveral of which are fince received into this Church, 
and though they ſeem contemptible now in your eyes, and 
in the eyes of ſome others, yet I have good ground to be- 
lieve that they are pretious in the ſight; of the Lord. Jeſus, 
and will be found in him at bis appearance. 

Likewiſe I doubt not but I have a teſtimony in your con- 
ſcience ( though now it ſeem obliterated ) that you have 
found by experience, that Chriſt was with me in my Work, 
and I am ſure I have often heard it from. your mouth (it 
that were worth any thing) &e. 

But I truſt there are hundreds in Briſtol, that canfay, 
That the Lord hath been, and ſtill is, with my Miniſtry, 
quickning, comforting, teaching, and refreſhing their 
Souls, however you and others make it your work to tra- 
duce and reproack me, caſting contempt. upon me, to 
weaken my. bands, and ſadden my Spirit, and what in you 
and them lyeth, to diſcqurage, and take off people from 
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bub te y Way, than all the Preachers in Briſtol : 
Others cry me dawn as i L urper, Tu, Unilter ud, 
Jonwrams Ce. And another in hu late-Buok, loads mt 
with $coffs, Jeers, Demi, Ge. "which makes me won- 
der, That you and they which are ſo different in other 
things, yet cam albagtee, to caſt ſtones at me, and diſ- 
couragementsupon me, Who never intended them or you 
any hurt, &c. 0 416 N C. 12264, 07% 
But, through grace I find this by experience, That all 
your and their labout (as ro this particular) is in vai. for 
the mort you sud they fWrive to bent me down, and to 
eaſt me out of the hearts of the people, the more room the 
Lord gives me in them, id che more proſperous and face 
ceſsfub. 1 ul (ani ſome think) net ——_— 
through the grace; and-goodaeſs of my rd 
Nr! — þ. wich — and humility, without 
bouſting or vanity, to theipraiſe of God, and to the ſtop- 
ing the mouth of envie, &c- 0 

It is true, I am no Preather of that thing which you, and 
ſome of your way, call the Goſpel, namely, To lu eve 
man turm to 4 Light within him: neither did I ever read, 
or hear, that any of the Prophets, Apoſtles, or holy men 
of God did preach ſuch a Goſpel, c. ae 

But that Goſpel of good newes end glad tydings, which 
Jeſus Chriſt gives commitffon and com d to be pub · 
liſhed and preaced, to all Nation, vnd to every creature, 
that Goſpel | preach, and you have ſometimes born wit- 
neſs to me therein, though now pour teſt imony be vailed, 
even the Goſpel of the grace of God, 2 Adr 20. 24. 
wherein the everlaſting love, grace”, and good-will of 
Godin Chriſt, is freely publiſhed and declared to poor 
loſt und one finners, and tho way to eternal fe by. Jeſus 
— — in — — - xc. 

is Ipreach, preſſin tecervt it to give up 
— in love uud obedience, ag to 
the ſcope and tenor of the Goſpel. : en e 


be no iitter of the Godpel ay ſing ay iy: 
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in the l econd branch of yburiti ) of baving Sab 
Letebet whipt and ſent to Hri nr Yer Now thatrhe 
Reader may be inforwyd. anf 1 ett convinced 
of your weakneſs zud folly in publiſhing this thing; I 


ſhall here faithfully relate the trutij of that ory. 

This Sarab Larchet was ſometime a Member with the 
Baptized people in Briſtel, but Apoſtatizing from them, 
was Excommunicated by them, and fo goth ſeem to have 
the greater hatred to, and rage againſt the truth, wayes, 
ind people of Chriſt; this Sarah Latcher being one of the 
fiercelt ſort of the people who, call themſelves Baakers, 
hath come ſeyeral times to difturbe us in our Meetings: 1 
ſhall mention three times eſpecially. 

Firſt, Once in the publick Place after Sermon was done; 
ſhe fell a rayling at me, is their manner is, with fierce and 
cruel words, at which time ſhe was only turned out of 
the place, and nothiog done to her. 

Secondly, Another time the Church being aſſembled 
to break Bread, and to celebrate the Lords Supper, this 
Sarah Late het came into the place, I havmg ſpoben xo the 
Church a word of Exhortation, in referetict to that Ordi- 
nance, and addreſſing my ſelf to adminiſter it to the 
Church, this Sarah Latcher came ruſhing up towards the 
Table, and in the face of me, with a loud ſhrill voice be- 
gan thus, © thos dectiver, the playwes of the eteynal Hod, c. 
I ſpake not « word to her, bur deſired the Church, to be 
ſtill in their ſpirits, and to miad the Work in hand; one 
of our Brethren ſtept forth, and took her by the arm, and 
led her to the door, and put her forth; and this was all the 
kurt ſhe had at chat time. | 
Thirdly, Another time, the Church being aſſembled, at 
the uſual time ind place of Meeting, one of our Brethren 
being in prayer, 2s ſoon as ever he had done, ſhe being 
preſent in the room, did again with a loud ſhrill voice be- 
gin thus, Tue Prayers of the wicked are alyminatiom to the 

ord, ce and ſo ran on 2 long time. with rating, mena- 
cing, dreadful, expreſſions, 
Gopher, by caſtiag in ſome 
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. ſhe till continued to heap up, and ,threaten plagues and 
judgements againſt us; ae thinking to ſp, 
a word hey bs ſhe let flee at me with a multitude of 
rayling, ceviling terme, ſuch. ag, they uſe to give to the 
Minifters of the Nation, and that. in ſach a fierce and fu- 
rious manner, as hardly any Scould in the ſtreet could par- 
rallel; whereypon I ſpake theſe words, or to this effect, 
That it were fitter ſuch an idle Huſwife as ſhe was, ſponld be 
whipt, and ſeut to Brid vel to work, than to go, abont railing 
at people as ſhe dd. And:when I had ſpoken theſe words, 
I went from her, and ſhe went ber way, and never was 
queſtioned, nor puniſhed for any of theſe abules; and 
thoſe words I ſpake but once to her, and this was all I did 
and the occaſion ot it, upon which you build your great 
NruQure, concluding that 1 am no Miniſter of the Goſ 
pt], but a Perſecytor of the truth, &c. as in your large 
Letter to me thereupon youdeclared; and that now int 
title page of your Pamphlet you proclaim to the Nation, 
&c, but I wiſh you lay a better foundation for your other 
buildings, leſt you prove a fooliſh builder. | 
Now I would ask you a few ſober Queſtions. 
Firſt, How cones it to paſs, that you can ſtile Sarah 
Latchet a Servant of Feſws, and publiſh her ſo to the world, 
.ho is an Apoſtate, and an Excommunicate perſon, going on 
in ſuch a rayling, reviling, fierce, manner, as bath been now 
declared, and as divers witneſſes can prove, whereas: there 
are many pretions Servants of Teſus, and Saints of the moſt 
High, now living in England and Briſtol, that have been 
known to walk, with God for many years in #prightneſs, their 
foot te held its fteps, and not declined from the geod wayes 
of the Lord, neither gone back, fromthe Commandments of his 
lips, hut bave efteemed bis words, before their appointed food, 
and have ſtoed ſaſt in the worſt of Times, and ſoreſt of Tryals, 
cc. and yet they muſt be cenſured, jadged, condemned, and 
cryed out againſt by you, as if they were the vileſt Perſons on 
earth, and all becanſe they cannot cloſe in with you, and your 


ve. 1 
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. 1 Socdndly. Ven durft you in your Conſtience ſay, That 
thoſerayling:, revilings, curſfings, and lies, ce. which ſhe 
wttehed;" are a teſtifying from the Lord ? Do yew not bluſhts 
name, or write ſuck a word ? Wil Jehovah, the great and 
lers us God of Heaven and Earth, ever own ſuch raylings, 
| revilings, c&c. tobe a teſtifying Jrom bim Or vil he ever 
jaſtiſie y ou, in what you haue here written, liſhed to the 
world? O be aſhamed, and confounded, poor deceived 
man, 
Thirdly, How will you bring both ends of your Parallel t45 
gether : you endeavour in your Letter to parallel Sarah 
Latchet with Paul, and Sarah Latchet“ / Frings with Paul's 
ſufferings, and me with Paul's Perſecutors? Now then let 
me a little examine your parallel. 
t. Paul the Apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt, having received a 
Commiſſion from heaven, doth accordingly preach and 
publiſh the glorious Goſpel of the grace, mercy, and love 
of God in-Chriſt to poor ſinners; and likewiſe ſecs forth 
the Lord Jeſus, in his perſon, virtues, and offices, in- 
viting and beſceching, with all love and tenderneſs, thoſe 
where ever he came to receive this grace, and believe on 
the Lord Jeſus Chtiſt,&c. And Sarab Larcbet comes forth 
rayling, reviling, curſing, &c. Ergo: Sarah Latchet and 
Paul are alike. 
2. After Paul bad with meeknefs and love, tendred the 
-grace of God, and the perſon, and vertues of Jeſus Chriſt, 
the Saviour, as before, ſome did riſe up apainſt him, beat 
him, ſtone him, imptiſon him, 8nd whip him, ſo that five 
times he received forty ſtrips fave. one, with mary other 
ſore and c uel abuſes, as you mention in your Letter out 
of 2{'r,1+:6c. 1 52 
And Sarah Latcbet, after ſhe hid rayled, reviled, and 
pronounced cutſes againſt people; it was ſaid to her, 7c 
vert ſitter ſuch an idie Huſwiſe were ſent ts Bridwel ; Ergo, 
Sarah Late het ſufferings, and Pauls (ufferings, are both - 
like, & c. > | | 
3. Puls Perſecotots. after they badi heard the pretions 
glad-tydings ot the . Je as Chralt 
n ade 
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burden, trouble, ſadneis, affliction, or temptation, that 


() 
wade unto them, as before, did actually take, and erel- 


ly beat, ſtone, hip, and impriſon Pan, c. And I af- 


ter I bad been reviled, rayled upon, &c. ſaid of Sarah 
Latchet, it were fitter fſhe\were whipt and ſont to Bridwel, 
Ergo, Pauls Ferſecutors, und I, were both alike, and under 


the ſame condemnation, &c. | 


Is this 6ombgick ? May not all that read your lines, 
reid your folly &. But to go on. | 
Fourthly, Will you ask your Conſcience this queſtion, 
Did you wot publiſh and ſet fivth this thing (to wit, of my not 
being a Mwnifter ofthe Goſpel; &.) to lay me, if yow coutd 
under, contempt and ſcorn, both in the C ty aud Nation, though 
-yau kr.ow in what ſence, and upon what ground, 1 had denyed. 
the title and dig nity of a Miniſter, as have before declared: 
but yon knowing that this Was a nail that would 2 and there- 
fare you ſiric there; and was not this ſuch ant ber pieces of en- 
vie and hypocyifie, as. pcor Mr, Prince did manifeſt when 
ſhe came to rajl at me, and reproach me at my Lecture at 
Nicholas, when in her Conſcience ſpe durſt not object againſt 
Any thing that was delivered, though at were often put to her 
by mae, but inſtead therecf, after much bitter vevilings againſt 
me, called to the. People, aud bid them to beware of me, ſoy ſhe 
had heard meſay,1 had not the Spitit of God, &c. 

Now ſuppoſe this had been true, That I had at anytime 
uttered my complaint to her, or any others, in the ſadneſs 
and bitterneſs of my ſoul, when under temptation ( as the 
Lord knows what fad hours and dark dayes I have paſſed 
through, ſince I came to Briſtol) though you and many 
others little obſerved it, or enquired after it: but ſuppoſe, 
I ſay, I had uttered my complaint to her, as ſhe and ma- 
ny others have done to me, was it a Chriſtian-like part in 

her, to puhliſn this in the face of a Congregation, many 
of which might be apt enough to take up a prejudice a- 
gainſt me? 8c. would you, or ſhe, or any other, think it, 
either honeſty, chriſtianity, ingenuity, civility, or hamanity 
in me, if I ſhould publiſh to the world, what you, or ſhe, 
or they have at any time uttred to me, as a matter of grief, 


lay 
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gpon your; or their ſpirits ? nom both youant ſhe allo 
—— the ſad complaints of my ſoul undet the 
ſenſe of my owa weakneſs, the fore and terrible temptati- 
ons that I encountred with the greatneſs and werghtineſs 
of my work, the many eyes that were upon me, andthe 
eat difſhonour that would have come to the name af 
Chriſt, if I ſhould have miſcarried in a ; which 
made me to ſee the neceſſity, and prize the excellency and 
long for the ſupplies of the Spirit of Chriſt, and often to 
complain of that ſmall meaſure I apprehend I had of it, 
&c. 

But Secondly , Both you and ſhe, and ſome others, 
know in your Conſciences that there was another ground 
upon Which, and another ſenſe in which; I had ſometimes 
queſtioned, whether I and many other Chriftians, had yer 
received the Spirit : which for the Readers ifformation, 
and my own vindication, I ſhall now declare: When IM 
ved in London, and (ate under the 'Miniftry of ſome choice 
godly men, i did ſomerimes hear expreſfionsto his effect, 
That there was a two-fold coming of the Spirit of Chriſt 
into the hearts of Believers, The fleſt was that by which 
the eyes of mens underſtandings are opened, and they tur- 
ned from darkneſs to light, Faith and Repentance, wroughc 
in the Soul, converſion, regeneration;-0r the new'births 
effected; and ſo he that was once a'dead ſinger, becomes 
a living Saint or Believer, though as yet but weak, a babe in 
Chriſt, &c. 

The Second work or coming of the Spirit, is that by 
which the Soul is ſealed, confirmed, eſtabliſhed, Gilted 
with joy and peace in believing, and flited and furniſhed 
to every good work, that God calls them, whether doing 
or ſuffering, &c. 

Na this put me upon the ſearch of the Seripture, as 
nirſt, EY 1. 13. After you believed , you were ſeated : 
whieh Seripture relates to that As 19. 2. Have you re> . 
ceivedthe holy Spirit ſince yew believid G So Atts B, 
14. to 17. Samaria havirg received the Word of God, and 
believed inthe Lord Jeſus Chriſt, were baptized by Pbili 
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She Deacom the Church at feraſalrm, or rather tbe A- 
poſtles ſent forth Peter and fob, that they ſhould pray, 
chat they might receive the holy Ghoſt, for as yet he was 
not fallen upon any of them, &c. Another Scripture, I 
find, 75h. 5. 37, 38, 39-1» the Laſt day the great day of the feaſt 
Feſus ſtood and erqed, ſaying, I any man thirſt, let him come 
unto me and diink,; be that believeth on me as the Scripture 
hath ſaid, ont of hu belly ſhall flow river. of living water: but 
this [pake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him ſhould 
receive, for the haly Ghoſt was not yet (given ) becauſe that 
Feſnus was not yet glorified: So Luke 11.9. to 13. ſuch as 
God is a Father unto, ate bid to pray, tv ask, to ſeek, and 
to knock, &c. With aſſura ace, by many Arguments, that 
they ſhowld receive the holy Spirit: So in the 14, 15,16; 
Chapters of Joby, our Saviour ſpeaking to ſuch as did be- 
lieve in him, love him, and keep his Commandments, &c. 
he promiſeth to ſend the Comforter unto them, even the holy 
Spirit which the world conld not receive, &c; and vo this 2- 
gree many of the Prophecies both in Ja. fer. Brel, Peel, 
Zach. and others. 

Now then as to the firſt work or coming ot the Spirit, 
(namely) io make a man to become a Saint, a Chriſtian, a 
Believer, a ne Crenture, & c. I never denied, but alwayes 
affirmed, chat whoſoever did believe in the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, or had the leaſt beginning of a Work of Grace in 
their Souls, it was by the Spirit of God, and they had the 
Spirit of Chriſt in the firſt ſenſe, according to. Rem 8. . 
vom if any man have not the Spirit of ( brijt, he in none of hi, 
Cc. 1 * 

But ia the ſecond or latter ſenſe, namely, to ſeal, ſtabliſa 
þ4 with joy and comfort: c. witb many other glotious ef. 
fects which the Scripture ſpeaks of, and which the Saints 
in the primarive times, did enjoy, in this-ſenle I haveoften 
(aids, that I did-queſtion, Whether I (then had? o whes 
ther many others in the Church had received the Spirit ? 
and to this you did then aflent, & c. And therefore J did 
often preſs it in the Church, that we might pray more for 
that bleſſed Spitit; according to the command and promt 
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of Chriſt, Lale 11. 9. 13. as before; and this is that which 
} have often called the great: legacie af the nem Teſtament, 
and as Jeſus Chriſt was the great promiſe of the firſt or old 
Teſtament, ſo this bleſſed Spirit is the great promiſe of the 
ſecond or new Teſtament, which all believers are to wait, 
pray, and long for, as the believers under the fiſt Teſta» 
ment, were to wait and long for the Meſſiah; and this was 
my meaning, when I have ſometimes ſaid, That a man may 
a Chriſtian, a Believer, a converted Sou), or a babe 
in Chriſt, and not as yet have received the Spirit, I mean 
Nill in this latter ſenſe, in reſpect of ſealing, eſtabliſhing, 
&c, yet I neither did, nor do expect the Gift of tongues, 
or working Miracles, &c. neither do I find that the great 
promiſe of the Spirit, was principally to that end, though 
that was accompliſhed by it, when and how the Lord plea- 
ſed, as Heb. 2. 4 with divers miracles and gifts, or diſtri- 
butions of the holy Ghoſt, according to his own will, but 
I find rather that the great Promiſe of the Spirit, is, for 
ſuch glorious ends as theſe, & . | 
1. To open and reveal the hidden Myſteries of the kings 
dome of heaven, as Matth. i 3. 11. to you it is given to know 
the Myſteries of the kingdom of Heaven, Cc. So 1 Cor. 2.9. 
to the 14. we read that thoſe things which the eyes of mea 
(as men) have not ſeen, neither can the natural man per- 
ccive, yet Goq doth reveal by his Spirit, &c, So it is pro- 
miſed in ohn, to lead and guide into all truth, therefore, 
Eph. 1. 17. the Apoſtle prayes for believers, that they 
might receive the Spirit of wiſdom and revelation, &c. 
2. To comfort and .chear, up poor drooping: believers, 
filling them with 31] joy and peace, conſolation and te- 
freſhment, which is one main end for which it is promi- 
ſed : as in 14. 15, 16, Chapters of e, to Which, agree 
wany of the ſayings of the Prophets, &cs + «+, 
3. Io beigbten and ſtcengtheg the Saints with bold» 
neſe, courage, conſtancy, and reſolution. in their Spirits, . 
to do, or to ſuffer for God, as At: 4 8. They Peter filled 
with the Holy, Gheſt, (aid, & c. ſo to the 19. verſ, So At: 
3.41. they — rejojeed that they were ccuuted worthy to 
| 1 ; ifi 


( 
ſaffer, G which thing neirher they nor Fe could do 
A liteie before, av Mark 1.4: 50.66 to 71.) Butobſerve, 
they bad not thin rectivedube Sirus, fo AAr 16. 25, Pau. 
and Silas ſang inprifor ©0097 oo . 

4. To purge and purifle, elenſe and ſanctiſie believers, 
and wake them holy, a&{/a.4.3,4. {0 Erek, 36, 25. to 2g. 


Poel. 3.17. t '? erwſalers beilivly, that is, when the 
Mountains ſhall drop new wine; ad che hills flow with 


milk; as verſ 18, Andtht fountain tome forth of the beuſe of 
the Lord, to water the valley of Shittim. 

5. To make poor, diy, barren, empty ſouls to become 
fruitfal to God, and to grow in grace, I/. 32.5. until the 
Spirit be pomed from on high, anid- the wilderneſs become a 
franful field, Ia. 44. 3,4. I Will pour my Spirt von thy ſeed, 
Ce. and they ſhall ſpring wp, &e. fo Hef. 14. 5. I vil be as 
the dew antꝰ tae), a7 he ſhall grow, Cc. 

6. To fill the Saints with meekneſs and love, yea, with 
end eated love towards Chriſt, and bowels of pity towards 
men, as we ſee it was with the Saints in the primitive 
times, but is much wanting now 

7. Jo unite the Saints more together in judgement and 
affection into one heart, and one way, as the Scrip:ure 


ſpeaks, 
8. To makethem more exact and ſpiritual in thenſe 
and practiſe of all Goſpel Ordinances, as t 2. 41. to 


9. To beautiſie and adorn Chriſtians with every ſpiritu- 
al gift and grace, as Gul. 5. 22. Ezck T6. 10, 11, 12,13 
10. To fill them with a mighty Spirit of Faith and Pray- 
er, as the Saints in che primitive times, after the pouring 
forth of the Spirit had. * * 
In a word it is a Chriſtians AU, for by it he can do all 
things, as Phil. 1. 19.4.1 3. and without it he can do no. 
thing well, as ohn 15, 5: Without me ye Fan do nothing. 
And thus I have declared my judgment fully this 
blefſed truth, and what I mean by the pouring forth of 
the glorious Spitit which 1 ſo often mention in prayer and 
preachivg, es the great legacy, privilege, and —_ 
the 
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the Saints or believers in the New Teſtament, 8&c; 
No then let me ask you this Queſtion, Whether it had 
not been better for you,and thoſe that are gone away wich 
you, chat you bad ſer your ſelves ſolemnly toſeek the Lord 
by Supplication and Prayer, and fo have continued in the 
wayes, and under the Ordinances of Chriſt, waiting for 
that bleſſed ſpirit, a3 many of the Servants of God have 
done, and flill do, &c. rather than to have taken vp a No- 
tion of a Light in every man, and call that the eternal Spi- 
nit, as ſome of your way do, and then Yer and ſcoff at 
them, that pray for the Spirit, and reproach them which 
complain out of their ſenſe of the want of it, as poor 
Mris. Prince did, when ſhe came to revile me at my Lecture, 
&c. But bleſſed be the Lord, there are many Churches in 
land and Wales, that are now wreſtling with the Lord 
day after day joyntly, and day and night fingly (in the 
deep fenſe of their wants) for the accompliſhment of that 
glorious, new- Teſtament promiſe, and ſuch an Anſwer is 
already given to ſome, both Independant and Baptized, 
as you call them, that they have no cauſe to repent of the 
time they have ſet apart for that work; and I verily be- 
lieve, That if the people whom you and others ſo much de- 
ſpiſe, go on and continue praying as now they do, forthe 
pour ing forth of the bleſſed Spirit, there will ſhortly be 
ſuc ha breaking forth of the day of Chriſt, that all the an- 
tichriſtian foggs, of falſe do ctrins and falſe worſhips, will 
flie and fall, as the darkneſs before the riting Sun. 

And Oh that ſome men in England and Briſtol that are 
now wrangling and quarrelling about their humane learn- 
ing, and ſeoffing andenvying thoſe that hive it not, would 
ſet iouſly conſider this thing, before their lamp go out in 
obſcurity, and their feet ſtumble upon the dark mountains, 
before their arm be dried up, and their eye utterly dark- * 
ned, &c, 

Now before I part with this, I will alſo clear my ſelf a- 
bout another expreſſion, that I have ſometimes uſed, and 
at Which many have been offended, and that is about an 
ola anda new TeſtamentSpirit (though of late to avoid 
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offence, have forbore it) now by thoſe expreſſions,” I 
did not mean nor intend the Spirit of God, ſo as to call 
that an old Teſtament Spirit, for I know that Spirit, was 
one and the ſame from everlaſting, but by an old or new- 
Teſtament Spirit. | 

1. I mean the frame and temper of a mans own Spirie, 
and ſo by an old-Teftament Spirit, I alwayes mean, that 
dark, weak, childiſh and low frame and temper of Spirit, 
which profeſſors generally had, in the time of the old Te- 
ſtament, while under the Moſaical adminiſtration, with 
that bondage and fear, that weakneſs and ſadneſs, that did 
accompany it, &c. 

2, By a ne«-Teſtament Spirit, I alwayes mean, that 
lively, chearful, act ve, joyful, bold, ſon-like frame and 
remper «cf pitit, which the Saints generally) in the primi- 
tive times under the new Teſtament did enjoy, Which is 
called a Spirit of Adoption, as the other is called a Spirit 
of Bondage; a full deſcription of what I mean is ſer forth 
in two Scriptures, as namely, Gal. 4. from the 1. to the 7. 
and Heb. i from 18 to 24. In which two Scriptures is ſet 
forth, 

Firlt, The weakneſs, darkneſs, childiſhneſs, fear, 
bondage, &c. of the old-Teſtament ſtate, which is that 
that I call, the frame, temper, or ſpirit of the old- Teſta- 
ment. 

And Secondly, There is ſet forth, the light, life, ſtrength, 
beldneſe, comfort, courage, joy, & te joycing of the new- 
Jeſtament ſtate, which is that that I call, the frame, temper, 
or Spirit of the new Teſtament, &c. And whether Chri- 
ſtiuns be not generally, more under the old-Teſta nent 
frame, than under the neu, I leave to their experiences: 
and thus | have fully declared my ſelf, as co theſe t wo parti- 
cula's ; and if any ſober Chriſtian, into whoſe bands this 
may come, ſhall apprehend that lam miſtaken in either 
of them. I ſhall be glad to receive a word from them in 
love, but I do not expect it from you, to whom 1 now 
Write, &c. 

You ſarther tell me in your Letter, that you were 
War: 6 
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warned from invifible lights ſome months paſt, to beware 
of me, which you could not believe, till now it breaks out 
like fire, &c. 1 conceive thoſe inviſible lights, were ſome 
ſecret whiſperers that did bring you many ſtories, both of 
me, and others, &c, but truly I could diſcern by viſible 
light, long before you left us, that my ſpeaking was but 
little acceptable to you, and ſome others, eſpecially after 
I did begin to oppoſe your ſpleen and paſſion, though 
whilſt I Late ſtill and ſilently approved of what you ſpake, 
then I was the excellenteſt man that ever you met with, & 
you would often, both tomy face, and behind my back, 
applaud and extol me; but when once I began a little to 
croſs you, as many others of the Brethren did, and as ſome 
godly men had formerly done (as they ſawcauſe enough) 
then you and your | wes began to fume and fret, and as it 
was often obſerved t 45 out of the Meetings, when I had 
been to ſpeak though I did _ you with all the tender- 
ueſs that poſſibly 1 could, as Knowing what a partie you 
had in the Church, and what influence you had upon 
them ; but now you ſay the fruits doth appear, and break 
out like fire, &c. 

Q Aud what is it? ] But that I ſhould ſay, That ſuch 
an idle Huſwife, as is before mentioned, ſhould be ſent to 
Bridwel rather than to go rayling about, as ſhe did: Now I 
appeal co all Chriſtians vpon the face of the earth, what 
hurt this Was, to this poor, rayling, curſing, fierce crea · 
ture? &c. 

2. And was this the ground upon which ſome of your 
company ſptead itabout the Country, and place of my na- 
tivity, what a perſecutor I was become, ſo that the good 
people there, that had known me to be of anothertemper, 
did wonder, and were troubled, until they underſtood, 
what you and your company meant by ſuch things, and 
that it was becauſe | would not joyn with you and your 
new Religion, and with the people that call themſelves 
Duakerr. Again, Was this the ground upon which you 
did ſo often cry out againſt udaſis in the Church, a little 
before you lzfrus; buybleſſed be the Lord, we can now 
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rejoice, that tbe innocencie of the upright is cleared, and 
the Padaſes are diſcovered, &c. and whether I or you have 
betraied and crucified the Lord Feſus, in his Saints, in his 
| waies, in his name, and in his truth, Iſhall hombly leave, 
: &c. I do not boaſt, but defire with all humilitie and reve- 
rence to acknowledge and admire the power, grace, mer- 
cy, and goodneſs of bim by whom, I a poor worm have 
been preſerved, whilſt ſuch a Cedar, ot Star, as you were 
taken to be, is ſo ladlie fallen; but jt is no more than what 
ſome bave thought and ſaid long ago, That pride and ar- 
rogancie would havea fall, as Prov. 29. 23+ But let him 
that thinketh he ſt andi, tag heed leſt be fall, & c. 1 Cor, 10. 

13. 

But now you ſay, I openly oppoſe the appearance of 
Chrift, where it is found in life and power, c. What, be- 
cauſe I ſaid of that poor deluded Creature, It were fitter 
foe were ſent to Brida? O poor deceived man, that you 
| ſhould be a profeſſor of Religion, fo long, and now come 
Sjxce ibi I to publiſh ſuch a piece of folly to the world, 2s to call the 
bave been three fierce raylings, &c. of theſe people z, the Appearances of 
time — Chriſt, in liſe and per; and my ſpeaking that one word 
— to her once, an eg of Chriſt, Cc. Whereas ſhe had no 
ſened. burt done her, not a word ſpoken to any Magiſtrate a- 
giinſt her ; nay, though ſhe, and others of your way, have 
16 or 17 times oppoſed me, and rayled at me, yet never 
bu: one, and that but once was queſtioned or imprifoned 
for it, and yet I am cried out againſt in word an writing 
by you and your com pa ie, as the great p:rſecutor,which 
now you tell the world you have been warned by inviſible 
lights ſome months paſt, to beware of me: Bur how can 
you call Sarah Latent the Servants of God, and Witneſſes 
of Jeſus 4 in the plural tu nber) whereas it was but to ſhe 
only, and that but once I ſpike thoſe words, thovgh ſhe 
rayled at me many times, but ask your own heart, whether 
your Deſign were not to draw ot my ſuppoſed Offence 
to the world, and then conſider, whether inſtead thereof 
you have not let out your own foily, envie,and hy poctiſi? 
But where is that mecknels, and dearirg, that ſme of y ou 
boꝛſt 
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boaſt of, that you wenld not return evil fir evil, but Leing 
cur ed, you bleſs, & c. Poor-creftures, it is an ezfie thing 
to flatter your ſelves, and ſpeax words, &c. but let any one 
touch you, though but in a word, and they ſhall find you 
as rough, both in rayling and auen * any: hut what 
would you have done unto me, if I ſhould have come into 
your Meetings and diſturbed you, and railed at you, &c. 
as ſhe and others have done at me? you would have ſent 
me (not to Fridzel/;) but to the bottomleſꝭ pit, if words 
could ha ve done it ? You cloſe your Letter with many 
ſeeming expreſſions of love and pity : 28, 

1. That] might ſee the ſandineſs of my foundation. 

2. Know the things that belong to my peace. 

3. Efcape the pit. 

' 4 Not ſhut up the kingdom of Heaven againſt my 
ſelf and others, &c. 

1. As for my foundation, I know no other, nor preach 
no other than that foundation and Corner ſtone which is 
laid in Sion. even Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God, ind Son of 
mon, in one perſon, upon whom, through grace, I have 
caſt my foul for eternity, and other foundations I 106k not 
for, &c, - 

2. As tomy knowing the things that belong tomy peace, 
ee. T bleſs the Lord it is the groaning of my ſoul to him, 
for that b'eſſed Spirit of revelation, in the knowledge of 
the Myſterie of God, and of the Father, and of Chriſt, 
that I may believe more, love moe, and obey more, 
&c. 

3. As for my eſcaping the Pit: I deſire the like for you: 
ard in order t that, 1 have conſented to, and helped on, 
the Admonitions that have been ſent by rhe Church to 
you, and the other poor ſouls th t are with 30%, &c. 

4. But forrihly, As for my uttins wp the king dem 4- 
gainſt my ſelf, and others &c. | can ſay, though grace, it 
bath been, and is daily my great care and werk, to preach 
the kingdomof God freely to ſinners, and tod et forth the 
Lord ] fas Chit, as the way to tha: kingdom, and :0in- 
vite, and encourape all po · t ſoils to come into that king» 
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dom, by Jeſus Chtiſt the true door or way, and by the 
ſtrait gate of believing, which the Scribes and Phariſces, 
by putting men upon working for life, did ſhut up againſt 
themſelves, and others: and who doth ſo. now, but thoſe 
that bid all men turn to 4 Light within them, and ſo take 
them off from believing on the perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, or 
looking to be ſaved by what he hath done, and ſuffered, 
wrought, and accompliſhed for man, &c. | 

But 1 ſuppoſe your meaning is, That I ſhould give o- 
ver preaching, and come to yeu, and your way; I know 
this hath been the longing deſire of many of you a great 
while : for theſe were the words of one of your way, the 
laſt time I was in your houſe, That I kept many from recti d- 
ing, or embracing the Light : but I deſite to bleſs the Lord, 
that through the riches.of his grace to my ſoul, I have been 
hitherto preſerved, and I have ſeen my Call to, and Work 
in this City clearer ſince you left us, than ever Idid before, 
both as to this poor deſolate Church, and l kewiſe to many 
precious ſouls in Briſtol, among both of which I truſt I 
may fay with humility and comfort, that God hath made 
me ot ſome ule, though I be as nothing, &c. And truly 
I do hope, that God who chuſeth the things that ate not, 
to confound the things that are, &c. wil yet uſe me, as an in- 
ſtrument for good unto his people in this City, and the 
rathet becauſe, both you with them of your u ay, and others 
that ate of other waizs, do ſo violently, and cauſelcfly fer 
againſt.me, which makes me ſometimes take up the com- 
plaint of the Prophet Jeremiah, Jer. 15.10. Wo is me, Cc. 
1 bave neither lent upon gſury, nor have men lent menen u- 
ſary, and yet evi in one of tkens.doth curſe me, or ſpeak evil 
«pon me, as ſome tracilations read it: but bleſſed be the 

od and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that yet my 
lamp is not gone forth in obſcure darkneſs, &c. And 
thus 1 have done with the ſubſtance of your Letter, Lin- 
tend to add a ſhort word to the enſuing part of your 
Book, but I ſhall firſt make a little digreſlion,. by joyning 
an occaſional word to what] have now written, &c. 
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by this act of yours, in publiſhing me thus to the World, 
. tickled the hearts, and p'eaſed the fancies of many, who 
were full enough of prejudice againſt me before ; nay, are 
you not joyned 2s 2 Brother in bitterneſs, with him that 
wrote the late Book, called, Satan Entbroned in his chair 
of Peſtilence: Let any judicious Chriſtian compare your 
Book with the latter part of his, and ſee whetherthoſetwo 
bitter ſtreams, do not both ariſe from one corrupt foun- 
tain; namely, the Spirit that is from beneath: may not I 
return your own words upon you , which you unjuſtly 


charge upon me and this Church, from Obediah 11, Tha 


waſt like one of them, &c. and is this the kind neſs of a friend, 
or the part ofa brother? O how truly are thoſe Scriptures 
fulfilled in you, Mic. 7.5. Truſt ye not in 4 friend &. 
Jer. 9. 4. Tale ye beed; e. for eve brother will utterly 
ſupplant, and every neighbour will walk with ſlanders. 
You had written your Letter to me about a year ago ; and 
if you had known ought by me,. you might bave written 
more; but for you, now to publiſh it to the world, and 
to ptocla im it in your Fromiſpiece, and that in ſuch a ſub- 
tile manner, that he that reads your title page and my 
name, would verily think fit they did not know other- 
wife ) that] were ſome dreadful perſecutor, and that I 
hed cauſed ſome Servant of Chriſt to be whipt and 
puniſhed :.. bur 1 truſt the Lord will look upon my wrong; 
and your envie; my-innocency, and your hypocriſies, &c. 
but I kno it is in vamn to write farther to you, and truly 
had it not been for the vindication of the truth, and ſatis- 
fac on of ſome poor ſouls in this City and Nation, I ſhould 
have caſt your Book, and the other mars Book aſide , and 
never have troubled my ſelf to have anſwered vou or him; 
but ſince ie is ſo, that both your Books are ſpread abroad, 
znd read by many, at whick ſome axe grieved, others ſtag» 
gered, aad people generally apt to conclude that things 
are ſo, as he and you have ſaid, becaoſe.1 am ſilent and 
ſay nothing, as I remember it was with me once before, 
when a publick Scandal was raiſed and caſt upon me at my 
firſt coming to Briſtel, which the Lord knew, and I in my 


. . r. 


own 


(62) 
own Conſcience knew, I was as innocent in, ac any man 
or child _ heaven, and —— — ſtill about half 
2 year, reſolving my innocency ſhould anſwer for me, &c. 
which made many conclude I was guilty becauſe Ius ſi- 
lent, till at length 1 un forced to ſeek a publick Vindica- 
tion by ——— (which I had) and then the months 
of bad people were ſtapped, and the minds of good peo- 
ple usa: 


So [canceive it might be now, if I were wholly ſilent, 
45 to what you and he do write, though indeed I had tre- 
ſolved (Vence, and to ha ve given you, and him, and others, 
leave to bare trampled upon me; and were I in a private 
capacity, I think I ſhould do fo : but foraſmuch as the 
Lord hath fer me as a pu lick inſtrument in his work, and 
tha, tha ſ ch ch you and h have titten of me, tends much 
ta the defaming of me, and the bindrance of my worł, by 
laying (tumbling blocks of prejud ce, into the minds of 
peopleagainſt me, I th-refore think my ſelf bound for the 
truths uke, ard for the fake of ſome good people ia this 
City; being thereunto alſo adviſed and perlwaded by 
godly friends, to ſet forth a few words of truth and ſobet- 
nels, both to your Book and his. 

And I deſire that neither you nor he will be offended 
that 1 jozn you both together in this my Anſwer, for firſt 
vou tte muchalike Brethren in bitterneſs, againſt the peo · 
ple called Independants and Baptized, as may be ſeen 
throughout your Book : and in the latter part of his. 

Sccondly, I find, that he hath often joyned you with 
me, therefore I think it nat improper to coupple him with 
you, and 1 hope that neither yout friends, nor his, will 
look upon my fo doing as any diſparagment to yog,ornim, 
Yet | muſt reeds ſay in ſome things ke is mo-e modeſt than 
you in that te doth not name me, as you vften do, though 
in ſome things you are More ſerious than he, in that you 
co not jeet q;e as he often doth; but both you and he bave 
done ht you could, to lay me under contempt and 
ſco in ti the who'e City and Nation, and therefore Iſhal 
now addteſs my: ſelf to anſwer ſome fevy piſſages in bis 

Dock, 
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Book, though not for your information, but for my own 
Vindication, and for publick and general ſatisfaction, 


&c. f 
lk And firſt in the 48 page of that his Book, called, Sam 
enthroned in luis Chair of Peſtilenct, et. be tells a ſtoty, 
how they,meaning the Church in Brifo/,ſend for a Taylor 
out of les to be their Teacher, &c. in which he deals 
very diſ-ingeniouſly, for firſt, he knew that I was ſent for 
by the Major of the City, ſome Aldermen, many of the 
Council, and other Gentlemen and Commiſſioners of the 
City of Briſtol, which I take to be the Repreſentative of the 
City, &c. As likewiſe, I was ſent for by many of the 
godly int abitants, as I have elſewhere declared; and that 
not ovly to be a Teacher in the Church of Z-iftol; but to 
be a publick Preacher of the Goſpel in the City, as I have, 
through the help and grace of Chriſt, hitherto continued ; 
and he himſelf, at my firſt coming, gave me the right hand 
of fellow ſhip, and profeſſed be was ſatisfied in my Call. 

But ſecondly, I was no morea Taylor in Fa/es, than 
he was any of his former Callings after he came go Briſto/: 
For when I was called co Preach the Goſpel in les, 1 
jett my former Employment, as he did leave his ſeveral 
Callings, when he took to Preaching: the next thing con- 
cerning me in his Book, is page 56. where he mentioneth 
a great Woman, that had three Children unbaptized : the 
truth of which I ſhall relate, by which the falſeneſs of his 
Relation will appear, &c. There was about the time of 
my coming firſt o Brifol a godly woman, one at whoſe 
Hus bands houſe, the Church did often uſe to meet; ſhe 
having been delivered of a Child, did about a month after 
deſire the Chu eh to meet at her houſe, to render praiſe to 
the Lord, ard to ſpend ſome time in Prayer and con- 
ſerence, &c, accordingly the Elder, that then was, did 
vp6n the firſt day of the week appoint chat the next Meet- 
ing ſhould beat ſuch a place, to ſuch an end: now when 
the Church was met, ſhe deſired that her Children might 
a:ſo be preſented to the Lord by Prayet, both that which 
ſhe then lay in with, and one more about the age of two 
years, 
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about Infants Baptiſm, namely, That when any godly 

ſuch 
a mercy, ſhe ſhould at ſome convenient ſeaſon preſent her 
ſelf with her Child in the Church, that Praiſe may be 
rendred to the Lord on her behalf, preſenting her Child 
alſo to the Lord by Prayer, &c, at which time the Parents 
may declare in the Congregation the name of the Child, 
that it may be entered into che Book, where the names of 
the Congregation are written, as the Children of the 
Church, who upon occafion may be mentioned to the 
Lord as the ſeed of the faithful. that when theſe Children 
come to age, and the Lord ſhall give them to profeſs Faith 
in Chriſt, and that they du believe with all their hearts, 
as AA. 37. they may then be admitted to the Ordi- 
nances of Chriſt, both Baptiſm, and the Lords Supper, «s 
Believers were in the Primitive times, As 2.41, 42. this 
I leave to the Confideration of all, but eſpecially ſuch as 
do not ſee gtound to ſprinckle their Children, and I the 
rather mention this, becauſe there are many who ſince they 
left of Infant Baptiſm, that are (as I conceive) too remiſs 
in the duty of thankfulneſs, and too careleſs of the preti- 
ous Souls of their Children, &c. 

Now this was all; that 1 know, that was in the eye and 
intent of this godiy Woman, and this was the utmoſt which 
was Cone at that time, concerning the W oman and her 
two children, (which this man calls a blood-daring at- 
tempt) which I deſire the judicious Reader to conſider , 
&c, As for this jerking, jeering, quib ing, and ſcofhing at 
the learned Tezcher, the reverent Conprepation , the 
mock- Ordinance, and dry Baptiſm, &c. 1 ſhall not an- 
ſwer him, icſt ] ſhould be like unto bim, neither can I ſay 

| what 
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what diſcourſe ſhe had with the other diſcreet Gentlewo: 
man which he mentioneth , but this 1,know, the Woman 
was a very judicious Chriſtian, and was well informed and 
ſatisfied about the unwartantableneſs of Jnfant- Baptiſm , 
and was her ſelf ſnortly after Baptized , accqrding to the 
true intent, manner and adminiſtration of that Ordinance, 
ſo that this was no invention to give her ſatis faction, as he 
ſaith; nei her did ſhe or any ofthe Congregation look up- 
on this as Bapti m, for both ſhe and they ( for ought I 
know ) were fully ſatisfied againſt that practice, before I 
had ever any acquaintance with heror them; and for his 
jerking, ard jeering again about prayer, before and afcer 
and about the words of Inſtitution to the new Ordinance , 
&c, All which might better become the mouth of a Stage- 
player, than the pen of a Miniſter, And for his ſaying 
the Children were as much heathen as before; truly 1 truſt 
they had more benefit by this-ſoleren act of the Churches 
prayer, than if he had in his way baptized them; but 1 
did not think till now, that he had held that Chiidren 
were made Chriſtians by Baptiſm. 

The next thing he mentions is, about my being Bapti- 
zed at London, &c. I had two reaſons for my being Bap- 
tized there rat her than here: Firſt, becauſe I am a Mem- 
ber of a Church there, who are of the ſame judgement, as 
to this particular: Secondly, beeauſe I knew none there 
that had that latitude in their Principles, as ro Baptize me, 
unleſs 1 ſbould come off from this Church in point of 
Communion, which in my conſcience l could notdo, I 
knoxing them to be x pretiousgodly people, bow ever 
now under contempt z but that I did it there, or that l 
concealed it at all to ſave rgy Maintenance, that is not true; 
for I did publicly qwn it as ſoon as I did come home, 
though with that moderation and tenderneſs, 25 not to 
grieve or affend any, but zs for his jerking and jecring, at 
my falling from dry Baptiſm to Dipping, &c. | ſhall not 
anſwer him: But for that godly man Mr. 7eſſe, whom he 
calls: an Azabaptiſt, Teacherof London, I ſhall.not ſay 
much for him, he hath grace enough to bear bisreproches, 
11 1 orely 
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onely this I muſt ſay , his coming flicker Was not to per- 
form any Bi/bop {ike confirmation, as chis man ſeems to in- 
timate; but rather to endeavour the ſetling andeftabliſh- 
ing the minds of the People of this Citie, againſt the per- 
nicious Doctrim of the Qua rr andd believe his endes 
vours were not ſucceſs leſs in that thing. Again, fer my 
becoming an open profeſſed Dipper, (as he ſaith) though 
Jabbor his jeering, yet | do own the rd and ptact ce, 
and therein I do no more thanall the Preachers in Briſts 
do, for they Bzptize-and\Pteach , and I Preach and Bap- 
tize; onely they Baptize Infants, and I Baptize Men and 
Women, as Philip did, Ad, 8. 12. andwhole practice is 
moſt juſtiſiab e, theirs or mine, I refer to the Scriptures 
intheir pro; er and genuine ſenſe to determine, and to any 
jud icious impartial Scholar to interpret, as John 3. 23. 
Ad, 8. 37, 38, 39. Act 10. 47, 8. Act a2. 16. But for 
my unchriſtening him and his Children; I never uttered 
ſuch a word ; but if my practice grounded upon Scripture 
do it, onght not to be blamed: Likewiſe for his unchriſtian- 
like dealing with that godly man, Mr. Tons, publiſhing his 
name to the Wo id; 1 (nll ſay little, for he hath wiſdom 
and grace, either to anſwer bim, or to bear his reproa- 
ches, onely this I perceive by 2 Letter from Mr. Tombs, 
that the thing is falſe; And for his calliag Mr. Tomb; our 
qa Champion, 6c. truly the man is much miſtaken , 
r we do not lean upon Man for our practice, we ha» 
ving both the Command and example of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and his bleſſed Apoſtles, recorded in Seripture, as- 
Matt. 28. Mark 16. 3. 23, Chriſt bimſcif was Bap- 
tized when he was about 30 years of age; ſo that Mr. 
Tombs, is not out Champion: Bus for his miſ-drawn con» 
ſequences, how-I can give the Lords Supper to she Devils 
children, if Mr. Toms had faid ſo, as he writes of him, 
would it therefore follow; that I, and all others, muſt be 
of Mr. Tombs his mind in that thing? 1 cannot ſee this to 
tea neceſſary conſequence, &c. but I do abhor and deteſt 
any ſuch uncharitadle ſenſoriouſneſs , and I believe Mr. 
Ente alſo, 66. 


— — 
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He, zketh further, by what authority I make x ſingle 
jadgement to myſelf ;/ 1:ask again, how he dprſt.to 
that I makea ſingle — my (elf, when as. thera 
are-mmavy-Churches, and many men bor learned and gpd- 
ly, that are of my. judgemear in this particular, ſo as to 
| hold communion wich perſons differing in that point ? and 
2 adminiſter the Lords Supper to this people in Bri- 
fol. vs they tte a Church of godly ſober Chriſtians , be- 
lieving in Cbriſt, though ſome of them miſ. baptized, yet 
node of them deny the Ordinance of Chriſt , onely ſome 
of them have not light to ſee the right Adminiſtration of 
it, but reckon their Infant Baptiſm ſufficient; yet as further 
light. comes in, they are willing to walk up toit, in the 
mean time we can bear with them in love, as we deſire them 
aod others, to bear with us in other things. 

A for that miſ- conſtrued paſſage in my Lecture, about 
dry breaſſs, which he applies to Infant Biptiſm, &c. 1. 1 
deny that ever I — thoſe words in ſuch terms: 2. Much 
leſs toithat ſenſe, bur I have often prayed againſt tbat ſare 
judgemeot threatned; Hoſe g. 14. and that I might not 
have a miſcarryingwomb, /ſo as. not to bring any ſoul to 
Chriſt by converſion ; or dry breaſts, ſs is not to feed or 
refreſh any poor thirſty: ſoul, that comes to waic upon 
Gatti in his Ordinances, as fear it is with many Congre- 
gations in England; and this was the ſybſtance.and ſenſe 
of vhat l ſpake, thouꝑk as. for Infant- Baptiſm, I have de» 
chred: and do declare my diſlike of it; yet ſo as not to 
judge or condemn-any godly man , that thinks he hath 
Warrant ta do it, &c. NO 
And wheresshe faich; That the profeſſed, thorawe-pa- 
ced Auabaptiſtu leave me, and would not joyn with me, 
and therefote commends them that they a e true to theic 
principles, and do not jaggle, imply ing that I am nat ſo. but 

jaggle, Kc. Truly l. Kno pothorowpac'd, ggely man, 

eitber dabaprift,” or others in ri bor da then love 
ant! refpedd to me im theit wa, ofely in this, they walk 
according to their light and ſo do I; but. thay think1 
am tao large in my Principles, and I tf ink they are too 
K 2 ſtrait 
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ſtrait in theirs ; ek, do not — —— bear with each 
other in love, though for my juggling or diſ. ingenuity I paſs 
not to be judged by him, &c. though 1 know it Weald 
pleaſe him better, if I were of a furious, impetuous, violent 
ſpirit, ſo as to breakall in pieces, and ſet the Citie and this 

rch in a flame, and thereby make my ſelf to be abhorred 
of all both good and bad; bur, I truſt, as the Lord hath, ſo 
he will greciouſly give me a more lober, ſweet ſpirit, to 
walk tenderly towards all, and to do good to all: And truly 
] can ſay, through grace, that I do not love any man the 
more or leſs for his judꝑments ſake, whether he be Preſ- 
bx terian, Independent, Baptized, &c. But where ever! ſee 


the Image of Chriſt appear (which is love and holineſs) 
there 1 defire to love a d honor, ‚ 


And for his large Parentbeſes, from page 32. to page 55; 
wherin he makes an Apologie for his bitterneſs & paſſion, 
(as he had need enough to do) aud then cloſes with a pro- 
poſal, that if we will but acknowledge his Miniſtery, 
Churches, and Ordinances, to be according to the Inſtitu- 
tions of Chriſt, and ſuc h as with whom we «ill hold com- 
munion, then he will write a Retractation, &c. 

I anſwer, let him firſt but prove that they are ſo, and 
then we will ſoon acknowledge it; but till then, thoug\ 
he be ſa wiſe as to propſe it, we ſhall not be fo fooliſh as 
to grant it, Vc. 

And as for his Marginall Note upon page 55 about our 
being thought to on their Migiſtery, becauſe we hear ſome 
of them. Truly, I chink, be had need not ſpeak of that, for 
few of us do hear him, or intend it, till he be of another tem- 
per, yet I do not refuſe-to.hear any ſober, godly man, 
though] muſt needs ſay, | have but little comfort in, or in- 
couragement to, the hearing of ſome, who are ſo often ven- 
ting — penn and bitterneſs, &c. * 

next thing concerning me is, pag. 55. where ke layes 
an accuſation againſt 79 AL whom. | walk, 
that we neglect d fora long time) the Declarations of his 
(Highnels)for ſolemn meetings, &c. whereby he endevours 
it he could, to reader me, and this Church, obnoxious in the 


eye, 
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eyes of the Governours of Egleud; but, through mer. 
cy, the chief Magiſtrate, and chief Governours of this 
Commoan-wealth, have more wiſdom and 'grace, than to 
hearken to ſuch accuſations, eſpecially from men of his 
temper ; but if I were ſo wicked, and void of ingenuity, as 
to go about to accuſe men for ſuch negle&+, 1 might find 
matter enough to wriceand publiſh againſt my neighbours; 
but 1 ab dhor and deteſt ſuch an envious and unworthy ſpi- 
rit, &c. But I do not remember that ever this Church neg. 
lected one ſuch meeting, neither did | ever omitabove once 
or twice, at the moſt, preaching publickly, as I durſt appeal 
to the whole Citie to bear me witneſs ; but ſuppoſe I had 
upon the change of the Government, being ſcrupled or diſ- 


ſatisfied , ſo as to omit once or twice preaching , are there 


none in Exgland or Briſtoll have done the like, and is 
it the part ofa Miniſter to rake up old Stories, to preſent. to 
the ears of the Magiſtrate, and.co publiſh to the Nation to 
incenſe them againſt a perſon or people that live peaceably 
under, are ſubject unto, and make ſupplication for thoſe that 
are in authority, as the Scriptures require, Titus 3. 1. 
1 Tim, 2. 1, 2. and as we are wel known to de, &c. I 
ſhall ay no more but the Lord rebuke the Spirit of En- 
vie, &c. 

As for many ot her things in his Book, both concerning 
me and the Chuteh with whom1 walk ; as firlt, his jeering 
at our cutting our Churches according to, our fancied pri- 
mitive patern, and our being mar'd in the ſhapirg, &c. 
wherein he pleaſeth himſelt, and men ſike Himel: And ſe- 
condly, his groſs miſtake in laying th. blame of all the miſ- 
chief the Quakers have done in Briftol, with many other 
evils and falſities to the charge of this poor Congregation, 
ſome of whom bave ſtood as much, and born as full a teſti- 
mony agaiaſt the principles and pcaRic«s of thoſe miſerable 
deluded people, as ever he hath done, and perhaps to bettet 
purpoſe, &c. 1 = | i 0 hy 

No v as fot his large and unlearned Diſcourſe about an un- 
godly learned man, being fitter to preach tt at a godly man, 


that wWInteth onely human learn g. in reſpect of divers - 
a Fs Tongues - 
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Tongues ; 85 likewiſe his ſuppoſed iofufficiench ofthe Spi. 
rit . Chriſt, to furniſh and acc iſn, fic and egable 
men to that work, &c. I ſhall not undertake to anſwer e- 
very particular that he aſſerts about this matter, from pay, 
62, to pag, 66, Onely if I might be thought worthy to in- 
form fach a mn as he ie, or any other of his mind, I 
fhould adviſe them to take heed of grating upon, jerkin 
againſt, ſlighting or undervaluing of that bleſſed. Spirit o 
the Lord Jeſus, inany of its Offices, operations, effects, 
or different adminiſtrations , in and among the — or 
Church of God; I ſay, I ſhould adviſe them to take heed, 
feſt when God ſets the ſolitary in families, the rebellious. 
dwell in a dry land, and whillt ſome are like trees planted 
by the waters, never ceaſing to yeild their fruit, others be 
Ike the Heath in the Deſart, that ſhould notfee when God 
cometh , but inbabite the parched places in the wilderneſs; 
Fer al the Trees of the field ſhall know, that the Lord can 
bring down the high Tree, andexal: the low Tree, he can dry 
up the green Tree, and male the dry Tree to flouriſh; yea, 
and by the pouring forth of the Spirit from on high can make 
the Wilderneſs brcome a fruitful Field, and the fruitful Field 
to be counted for a Forreſt, as Exh, 17.24. J. 32. 15. 

He layes it upon ſome a8 a reproach, page 62. That we 
teach by the Spirit, &c. I deſire humbly to acknowledge 
and attribute it unto the bleſſed Spirit of Chriſt, that I 
have at any time been, or now am enabled in any meaſure 
to ſpeak or publiſh any truth of God, eitber to the convers 
ſion of ſinners, or to the edification or conſolation of the 
Saints and People of God ; and truly if this man do not 
lean and depend upon the helpofthe Spirit in his work of 
preaching, I ſhall not much wonder, if his Miniſtry prove 
as I have ſometimes ſaid or feared, many mens have done, 
as a miſcarrying Womb, and dry breafts, notwithſtapd- 
ing all their great learning. of which they ſeem to boaſt, 
&. He further demands, page Ga. whether; all chat have 
the Spirit can teach pablickly „Sec. Birſt, if by teaching 
pablickly , he mean preaching and publiſhing what Go 
hath done for them ; and likewiſe declaring to others _ 

c 
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the Lori Jath-taught thera, dc. Then T anſwer it is the 
duty of all Chriſtians ſo to do, 1 Pet, 4,10. Arevery man 
EAA end A did, Mumb, 11. though one man envi- 
td, and another complamed, as (ame de now, yet loſes 
22 _ — approved of it, &r. 3 

t ſrcondly, if by preaching ickly, he mean a 
publick and ſulemn undertaki — acting &c. 
Then I anſwer, I co not chink that every one, that bath 
the Spirit of Chriſt in him, or the work of grace in bis 
ſoul, is fic to be a publick Preacher ;. for there are diverſi- 
ties of gifts, and differences of adminiſtrations, as ap- 
pears, 1 Cor. 12. 4. to the it. Yet, where the Spirit of 
God hath fitted any, and the People of God that know 
them well, do fee them fit, and judge them fir, and ap- 
prove of them publickly, c Hing them thereunts, theſe 
may de fit to teach publickly, at leſt to their own Nation, 
a5 the 70 Diſciples were, La 10. 1. though they had no 
giſts of Tongues a8 we read of, no mere than the twelve 
Apoſtles had, during the t me of their preaching.to their 
own Nation, before the Aſſention of Chriſt; and that 
they were to p reach to all Nations according to their fe- 
cond Comm iſſion, Mact. 28. Mark 16. yet l do not in 
the leaſt light, deſpiſe, or undervalue leatninę, nor {earn- 
ed men, that have grace with-ic, and do nort-ſcornfully 
trample upon them that want it; but to Gy that no man 
may preach without it, is to make a law. where Chriſt 
hach made none; for the feventy Diſciples , and twelve 
Apoſiles, did preach long beſore the day of Ponteceſt, &c. 
He like wiſe demands, Who will ſtep forth and tell him, 

{ and not lie) that the Spirit doth teach them to under. 
ſtand the meaning of the word Juſtifieation, or Adoption, 
c. I anſwer, if none but ſuch as can ſpeak Greek and La- 
tin, can under ſtand what Juſtification and Adoption is, 
&c. how then can any that have not Greek or Latin, be- 
lieve they are juſtrfied or adapted, ſering that it is another 
Maxim in the Seboolks, that ao man can brlicve wore than 
ho doth undetſtand: But ſurely thoſe Souls ibachave been 
uſt enlightened. by the Ward and Spiriz of Chrilt, to (ec 


(64) 
and know their loſt condition, while under ſenſe of con - 
-demnation ; and hath alſo been led by the ſame Spirit 
through the Word of grace, to believe on the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt with all ther hearts, and by his pretious blood, to 
ſee themſelves freed from condemnation, and in his righ- 
teouſneſs to be made righteous, aod ſo to find the comfort 
of it in ſome meaſure in their own ſouls, they can ſpeak of 
it to the praiſe of God, and to the edification of others, 
and that by the help _ bly te — - =_ _ Spi- 
: rit, yea perhaps more ſenſibly, feeliogly,plainly, and pro- 
| firabiy, then he moſt learned Doctor in the world, that 
knows it onely ſpeculatively , by learning, reading, and 
ſtudying. | 

As for that ſcornful word unlettered, which he doth ſo 
often uſe, and caſt as a reproach upon ſome men, &c. I 
anſwer, truly ſome of us do know our Letters as well, and 
can put them together into Syllables and Sentences as right, 
and pronounce them as diſtin and plain, perbaps as him- 
ſelf ; but 1 ſhall not ad to this, onely conclude with Prov. 
3. 34. Swrely the Lord ſcorneih the ſcorner, and giveth grace 
tothe lowly. And I deſire ſeriouſly to weigh, and to com- 
mend to all ſober Chriſtians, thoſe words of the Apo dle, 
1 Cor. 1. from 19 to 29. and Chap, 2. from 1. to 15. and 
Chap 3. 18, 19, 20. by all which it appears, the great A- 
poſtle of Chriſt, was of another mind, than this man ſeems 
to be. He demands page 65, What an unlettered Teacher, 
or Ignoramus would ſay, if he were to diſcourſe with a 
Papiſt, or an-Adverſary about Juſtification, &c. Truly, I 
would ſay this, if any ſhould our of pride, curioſity, and 
vain confidence, run without a call, to diſcourſe with an 
Adverſary, ( Papiſts or others ) about that or any other 
point of Chriſtianity , &c. he might expect that the Lord 
might juſtly leave him to himſelf, and ſo he might betray, 
or ſhame the truth, and ſo mightit be with the moſt learn- 
ed Teacher inthe world. | 

But ſecondly, if a godly man were previdentially, or 
clearly called, to maintain or defend, that or any other 
ruth ot God againſt an Adverſaty, ( Papiſt or others ) 
he going in the fear of the Lord, and in a ſenſe of ſelf-in- 
ſufficiency, 
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ſumeieney, in faith and hope of the preſence ind aſiſmate 
of the grace and Spirit of Chtiſt, he might expect according 
to his promiſe, Matt. 10. 9. Take ne thowght for it al be 
given you in that ſame hour, what ye ſhall ſpeak, And verſe 
20. For it i not ye which ſpeak, but the Spirit of your Father 
which ſpeakethin you. And bow truly was this fulfilled in 
the Martyrs, both in plain Country-meri, and alſo Wo- 
men, yes, young Youths and Mayds , who diſcourſing a- 
bout points of Chriſtian Religion, and diſputing with men 
of as profound Learning, as ſomeare now, who boaſt ſo 
much of it, namely, the Popiſh Biſhops and Doctors, and 
how thoſe poor Martyrs did by the help of the bleſſed 
Spirit, without Latin or Greek, confound thoſe enemies 
truth, and aſſert and maintain both che Doctrin of Ju- 
ſtification, and other points of Chriſtian Rel gion, as the 
Hiſtory of Acts and Monuments do ſufficiently declare; 
and though we have no cauſe to preſume, yet we have 
good ground to hope and believe, that the ſame God, 
will by the ſame Spirit, give in the ſame ſupplies to his Ser- 
'  vants inthe ſame caſe, iß he ſhould again call them to it,or 
gy iche ſhould call any of us to aſſert and maintain the bleſ- 
WD ocrin of Juſtification, or to deſpute the glorious pri- 

e of Adoption. And whereas he ſaith, page 36. That 

we give out our ſelves to be gifted Brethren, and ſo fit for 
the work of the Miniſtry, &c, For my own part I do not 
know. that ever I gave out ſuch à word, and the Lord 
knows, that I have lower and meaner thoughts of my ſelf; 
and truly had not the importunicy and perſwaſions of 
ſome prevailed with me, beyond what I thought of my 
ſelf,I think I had never been an eye-ſore to this man in Bri- 
ſtoi, nor a trouble to any others in the work of preaching ; 
and if he or any other can make it appear to me, that it is 
the will of God, that I ſhould give over my preſent work, 


I truſt it is nor all the Gold and Silver in Briſtol, chat ſhonld 
hire me to continue init; but truly ( as other things) ſo 
the violent oppoſition that I meet with from men of divers 
ſorts, do much confirm that it is the will of God, that I 
ſnould continue in my work of preaching, &c. And ſo 
long ( though I ſhquld meet _ greater difficulties than 


ever 
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aver I have yet done) I truſt I ſhall, go on with it, expe- 
—＋ — 4 of Chriſt with me; and his bleſſing upon 
me therein. I do not at all reflect upon thoſe godly men, 
that be quotes page 66, 67. though} cannot but wonder 
that a man ſhould. expeeſs fo much bitterne ſs againſt Au- 
boprifts;, 3 be doth in his Book; and. vet ſeem ſa to ap. 
pland a bptized man, that is a perſon of honor, &c. Like- 
wiſe how a man can ſpeak ſo contemptuouſly ageiaſt Sepa- 
ration, and ſeparated Churches, and yet ſeem ſo to aps 
plaud that eminent Dr. Omen, who is a martſo eminently 
for the Congregational way, that fome men call 7uaeper- 
deney-or Separation; which makes me to think, that if all 
the people in England and Briftel which are called Inde. 
pendents or Anabaprifts, were great or in high places, he 
would love them, or make them believe fo, &c. 

But thirdly, for that godly man Mr. Baxter, whoſe face 
I never ſaw, yet do I highly honor & eſteem for ſome of his 
works, and for what good I bear of him, yet I ſee no 
ground, why I ſhon'd ſo under ſtand Mr. Baxter, or the o- 
ther two, as this man ſeems to force their meaning; for, 


as much, or more, of the literal and grammatical ſe 
Scripture, than a gracious man may do, which is al 
they affirm ; doth ie therefore follow,that a godly unlearn- 
ed man, (it it were proper to call any ſo ) may not un- 
derſtand and know, publiſh and declare the truth of 
Chriſt, to their own comfort, and the edjficationof others, 
for my own part I caonot ſee this to be an infallible conſe. 
quence, and I am confident that two of thoſe men are o- 
therwiſe minded; and if godly Mr. Baxter ſhould mean 
ſo, yet I know, there are many others of lixkeeminency , 
both for Learning and Godlineſs, that are of another 
mind in this particular, as I might abundantly ſkew from 
their works that are extant, as likewiſe that experience 
God hath given us in this later age, of his o » bleſs 
fiag, and proſpering, fach-in the preachiag of pel, 
to the converſion of many ſouls, both in Exyland and 
Wales, &c. But what] have here written may be ſufficient 
to diprove what he doth falſly aſſert, page 67; that the 
pretence 


adarit it be true, that an ungodly learned man, may h] * 
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pretence of preaching by the Spirit is but a pious fraud, to ſee 
our ſelves in the hearts and conſciences, and conſequently 
ia the purſes of peeple,&&c which thing he again mentions, 
2 51, 52 where he jeers at my contribution, call. ng it a 
ecliug argument & c. wherein he ſeems to compare me to the 
Lawyers, who account f good Fee to be a feeliig argument in 
their ( lyents cauſe: But I ſhaſl not ani wer him, onely as the 
Proverb is. It « the property of 4 covetons Man to think ev 
thing too much that another hath, But he draws up the rei 
of all, pag. 68. and concludes, that the in. et and out. l et, the 
fore door and back · door of all our miſeries, is an ignorant, 
unlettertd, and contem ptible Miniſtery. 

If by the word (Our) be mean our miſery in Nriſtol, then I 
anſwer , Surely it is itrange, that ſo great a loud of evill and 
miſery ſhould come in at ſo narrow a door, there being bar 
one unlettered, uncalled Miniſter in BriffoT (in his ſenſg) all 
the reſt (be they what they will ) are learn: d and called, con- 
ſtituted and eſtabliſhed Minifte:s, as he mentions again, pag. 
68, &c. No doubt but the Pri ces of iſracl,through the inſti- 
gation of the Prophets, thought the like of eremiab when they 
were wroth with him, ſmote him, and put him in prifon , and 
when they ſaid unto the King e leſeech thee ler thy man be 
put to death, for he ſecketh nat the melfare of thus peeple, but the 
burt. N like wiſe Amiziah the Prieſt of Bethel, Hen he ſent 
to Feroboam King ot Iſrael, ſaying, Amos hath cen pired 4 
gannſt tiee, & c. poor Amos he had not indeed been bred a P. o- 
phet, neither was he the ſon of a Prophet, bu: a Herdſman and 
a gatherer of Summer fruit; and now he muſt be baniſhed the 
Kings Chappclas z conſpitator: this was hard meaſure, but 
Godprowded better for hm. Reader, I do not compare my 
ſelf Wich Jeremiah and Amos, but andy to let thee ſee that as 
Solemon (aith, That which hath hien i now, and there is % neW 
thing under the S 7; 
irony "au oy ht os tall 

JG, rot Exe land fir or Hf aruly thew 
grant and ſay as he Jorh that the ger and. e ce 
and. back · dot ot much ot Englands 7milery. Land conſequently 
of Briſtols) is an ignorant, ungodly, laſie, prouz, „ 
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foul. murdering Miniſtery, who have made themſelves com 
temptible and baſe in the eyes of all good men, ind in the con. 
ſciettees of pany bad, And thovgh (as H have heard)there were 
two thouſand of them petitioned agzinſt' in the time of the 
long Parlament, and miny of chem then'pluckt up by the 
roots both in England and Wales;befides What hath been fince 
hid aſide for ſcandall and infufficiency , by other Committees 
and Commiſſioners appointed for that purpoſe : yer I think 
'E»glandtath cauſeenough ſtill to mourn for, complain of, and 
pray againſt, a great part of the Miniſtery thereof: I do not 
ſpeak this 6F all, nor intend it to all ; for ] doubt not to affirm 
2924inſt the Qaakers, that God hath many pretious ſervants in 
the Miniſtery, both. among thoſe called er, „ and 
them called Inde pendenti, and the Baptized, ang fi hat are 
of, ot under none of theſe names; yea, both Karned and 
unlearned, c. who yet are futhitull to the Lord Jeſus, and 
do prefer the converſion and ſalvation of pretious ſoyls, before 
all the treaſures in the world, and who do rejoyce to ſee that 
work of God carried on by any, either learned or unleathed, as 
men now ſpeak; and I truſt, that s the Lord, who holds the 
Stars in his right band, will eſtabliſh ſuch; So the time is near, 
when men ſhall not wear a rough garment (or a propheti call 
garb) todeceive, but that the falſe Prophets and unclean ſpi- 
rits ſhall paſs ont of the Land, and that God will raiſe up, and 
give Paſtors, according to his own heart, for faithful is he that 
hath promiſed, whoalfo will do it. 

And whereas he faith, page 68, That yon ſhall know them 
(to wit the ignorant and nnlettered Miniſters) by this Badge 
or Character, they are feparating, factious, and ſchiſmaricall, 
&c. ' I remember theſe were words much in uſe; and caſt as 
brands upon the godly people called Puritans, by the Biſhops 
and their Clergie about 20, or 30 years agoe, and how it comes 
to piſs that theſe words are taken up again, I know not, unleſs 
it be that the ſame ſpitit that was in the Biſhops and their 
Clergy is again revived : and if ſo, then they in whom it is, 
had beſt take heed that they apply thoſe Nicknames righter 
than the former did, left,&c. 
But I ſhall give another Badge or Character of thoſe that 


069) 
Teng, und that is, you ſhall alwayes, know them by their 
pride, enxy, and cpyetouſgeſs, or their 125 revilung and 


. perfegnting all tbobsrhet differ from then refore as he 
commends the caution and counſel of the Runs. 16.13, 
- £8. So ſhall I nmke bold-hambly-co re > Caution 


and counſel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, AMatth.7. 15, 16. Be- 
ware of falſe Prophets, & c. for by their fruits you ſhall know 
them. I do not ſpeał this of any godly man or men, tot l know 
no godly men can do ſo as above. c 
ow for his cloſing word to the Miniſters that are lawfully 
called, &c. if by lawfully called be mean Paſtors or Elders, 
called, choſen, conftituted,ordained and appointed to office in 
Churches, and by Churches, according to the New Teſta- 
ment, and according to the example and practice of che 
Churches of Chriſt both in New. E»g/and and Old, then I 
freely cloſe with him therein; for ſuch a Calling, and Ordina» 
tion I own and plead for accordipg to Scripture. 
Zut it by Miniſters lawfully called he, mean all the Pariſh 
Miniſters in Eug land or Breftolli(as ſuch). then I cannot but 
wonder how any man pretending to godlineſs, durſt ſq to a- 
buſe that pretious Scripture, Act, 20. 28. and how he will be 
able to prove that Pariſhes are ſuch Churches, and that all Pa- 
riſh Miniſters (are ſuch) and by the holy Ghoſt made Ouer- 
ſeers in the ſenſe of that Scripture ; for my own part I mult. be 
ſilent, and ſo I think might he well haye been. It is true the 
2 gxverſe may iw a ſenſe be rightly applied to ſome men in 
England that call themſelves Miniſters, whe ſince the Apo- 
ſtles times, and the apoſtaſie that followed, have like grievous 
Wolves entred in, not ſparing the flack, c. I writs, not this 
— intend it to any godly man gk.any;judgement What- 
Oever. 13 . 15 { K 24 2 8214 F 
But as for the reſt of his jerks, jcers, quibles, Coffs, deriſiors, 
reproches and untrutbs, which he hath, caſt, upon me, with all. 
the injury and wrong that: be hath (thereby) done to me, | 
{hall lay it at my feet ooking upon it as the- fruits of a froathy 
brain, and the products of a ſpleeniſn tempet, and ſhall not 
beſtow a pen full of ink, ox one minutes time ta anſwer it, but 
dorather in my heart wiſh and deſire, that he may ſo repent of 
this piece of folly and wretchedneſs, whereby he hath _— 
ne 
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ned the hearts, and opened the mou hes (of many againſt me) 
that it may do his fou! no more kurt another day chan it — 
me at preen In dhe mean time I reſoive't#/lic dowh in fi- 
lence as to him, 8c. Co Lo a 
And now Treturn again to you Den H. Hier, to doſe 
np my anſwer to your Book, and I cannot but take no- 
tice (as many others do) of your ſhamefull abuſing that pre- 
rious uptight ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt Robert Simpſon, though I 
ſuppoſe, he will clear himſelf; or (ut leaſt) his innocency will 
. aniwer for him, and ſtop your macutty another day + In the 
mean time I cannot but bear a teſtimony of his integrity and 
your impudency, in that you do fo. fiercely and faiſly charge 
him to be a1yzr'; whereas I can teſtifie t hat the thing wes true, 
which he, as meffenger of the Cburch, did admoniſh you of; 
namely, tliat you ſhould' ay; thi the vcripture was a blind 
and plapne to Souls; which thing you did ſpeak at a pyblic> 
meeting in your on houſe,as | doubt not but the e are more 
than twenty perſons, ſome of the ( hurch, and others not of 
the Chuteb, who can alſo teſtiſie the ſam . Whether your mea- 
ning was then as now you write, pag. 18, 19. | ſhall aot diſ- 
pute; but that you did ſpeak thoſe words is true, and no lye 
invented, nor lye proſecuted, &c. Therefore if there be any 
lyar in this thing, you are the lyar ; yet I durſt nor jadge ou to 
the Lake, but᷑ rather pray & hope that God may ſhe w a miracle 
of mercy in fag ing you from it, and do adviſe you to take heed 
how you throw them into the Lake, or under condemnation, 
whom Jeſus Chriſt hath by his-pretious blood, and perfect 
righteouſneſs graciouſly freed from it. And as For the ſin of 
ly ing, yon will do well to eaſt the beam out of your own eye, 
&c. For Robert Simpſon is à man as welT known 'Briftol to 
be a truth ſpeaker, and a juſt, uptight, conicientious des let, as 
any of thoſe that do accuſe him. I ſhall ſay no more, but let 
every man prove his own wotk,(Gat. 6. 4. 
But paſſiag by many of ch ſe impirtinencies im your book, 
T find that attet your letter to me, there is an anſwer to 16, 
Queries. formetly ſent to you, or to the people called . 
lere, and afterwards printed by that pietious ſervant of 
Chriſt, obs Pendayves before his death · ; 
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I might commend yourwit, in putting forth your an- 
ſwer after the man is dead : Secondly, I obſerve that theſe 
ſixteen Queries have been once anſwered ( in a faſhion ) 
by James Naylor, a man then highly admired and cried up 
by you, or thoſe of your way, as 4 man of great infallibi- 
ſity, which perhaps might help tp puff him up with pride, 
by which he came to fall into this fad condemration,&c. 

Now whereas ſome of your way, boaſt muchof your 
being all. led by one and the ſame Spicir , ſo that though 
they were at a great diſtance, yet they all ſpeak but one 
thiag, &c. Now let any man read and compare your aQ- 
ſwers with James Naylors, and fee how near they com 
together, unleſs. it be in railing, jud ging, and eenſuring, 
though therein I muſt needs ſay his anſwers are more mo- 
derate than yours. tle: 20-4 1 

And whereas a late Writer for your way, puts it by 
way of deriſion to the Preachers ĩn England, that if ſix of 
the moſt able Doctors, ſhould have a portion of Scrip- 
ture given them to interpret, and they ſhut up in ſix ſeve. 
ral rooms, & c. that perhaps net two of the ſix agree ia 
their interpretation. | pat u 

Now ſuppoſe you had taken four more of your Teachers, 
( ſuch as ſome of ycu had challenged the whole world to 
accuſe of ſin) and made them ſix in number, and have 
given them theſe fixteen Quaries apart to anſwer, perhaps 
they would have come as rear, as you and Nay/or do in 
your anſwers, or is ſix of the weakeſt Preacbers in Eng- 
laxd might have done in their interpretirg a place of 
Scripture, 

As for your word to England, I ſhall ſay little to that, 
hut defire rather to mourn fot the evils and abominations 
therein, as I know it is my duty and yours alſo, if you 
knew bow to do it; and ſol conclude, expecting that [ 
(hall have many ſharp Arrons of bitter words ſhot at me, 
both you 8nd others: ; but for that I matter notrauch , 
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vindication of truth, than of my felf, and rather for che 
ſakes of ſome godly people who may read it, than for 
your ſakes to whom I dire it; and if you or others, ſhall 
dip your pens in Vineger or Gall to write again, I hope I 
ſhall bearie, or mod lyreply to it, though my thoughts, 
are rather to ſuffer my ſelf to be trampled upon, then a- 
gain to anſwer a word, ſeeing that of making many 
Books there is no end, and much ſtudy is a wearineſsof the 
fleſh, Eccleſ. 12. 12. And knowing alſo that neither you 
nor others, can ſpeak or write me ſo vile, as I can and do, 
ſee, and acknowledge my ſelf to be, as in my ſelf; yet is 
ſay perfection and compleitneſs in another, even in Chriſt 
Jeſus my Lord; in whom is all righteouſneſs, all ſtrength, 
and all fulneſs, laid up for all thoſe , that ſenſibly ſee and 


feel that in them, (that is in their fleſh ) dwelleth nogood 


thing, &c. and thereupon do look unto him, to receive 
of his fulneſs, grace for grace; in which glorious per ſon, 
all that do believe are juſtified, and by whoſe grace and 
bleſſed Spirit, they are in a meaſure ſanctified, and through 
whoſe pretious blood, and perfect righteouſneſs, media- 
tion and interceſſion, they ſhall be eternally ſaved, and 
in whoſe way, I could as gladly now as ever, ſubſcribe my 
ſelf, | 3 
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